


On 1st May route 328
passed from Tower Transit
to Metroline — and so did
its Volvo B5LH/ Wrightbus
Gemini hybrid buses, on
hire at least for now. TT's
VH 38127 now
masquerades as
Metroline’s VWH 2738 at
Kilburn Park.

(Richard Godfrey)

Another loss by Tower
Transit on 1st May was
route 28, this time to
London United. Volvo
B5LH/Wrightbus Gemini
hybrid buses came here
too but working from the
former LT garage at
Wandsworth. VH 45113
turns out of Chepstow
Road into Cambridge
Villas at Westbourne Park.
(Richard Godfrey)

At the end of May on the
29th route E1 changed
hands from Abellio to
London United who now
run the short local Ealing
route from ‘faraway’
Hounslow Garage. The
main allocation is with
ADH-class E400Hs but
Scanias appear almost
daily, so we see SP 40174
filling in at Haven Green,
Ealing Broadway.
(Haydn Davies)

taling Broadway tl

Front cover: The first double-deck hydrogen fuel-cell buses for London

had a slow start — and it remains so with just 10 (of 20) in use each day. It

was also two months after delivery that the ‘HFC’ decoration finally

appeared. So on the last day of June we can at last illustrate this with

WHD 2709 in Westbourne Park Road. (Haydn Davies)
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THE LONDON BUS
A The monthly newsletter of the A

LQ-_':,S London Omnibus Traction Society LQ:_r_s
ol website at www.lots.org.uk k™ 4

ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> I finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:
UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectively.  Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should
be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will miss the
deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via the
Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of the
members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS, and
the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after publication,
TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage, items may be
repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy information from TLB
or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet, without having first
received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service (your requests for historical info. on London bus matters):
Les Stitson, 3 Purley Close, Barkingside, IG5 OTP or by e-mail to lots.infosvs@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 9-11 July and due for posting on Tues 20 July.

Closing date for TLB684 is Weds 4th August and due for posting on Tues 17 August.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 08Sept, 060ct, 03Nov, 01Dec 2021.
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Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sun 25 July:
Sun 25 July:
Sun 08 Aug:
Sun 08 Aug:
Sun 15 Aug:
Sat 21 Aug:
Sun 22 Aug:

Fenland Bus Fest (incl. running day) at Whittlesey.

Worthing sea front rally (at the West Worthing end).

‘Buses magazine’ Festival, at East of England Showground, near Peterborough.
Tinkers Park (near Uckfield, East Sussex) Bus Rally

Suffolk Bus Run from Haverhill via Sudbury and Ipswich to Bury St Edmunds.
Warminster (Wilts) — Routemasters to Imber.

Festival of Transport, War Memorial Park, Basingstoke.

Sat/Sun 28/29 Aug: 90 years of Bedfords at Pages Park, Leighton Buzzard. Displays and a road run on

28th, vehicle demonstrations on 29th.

Sat 04 Sep: ‘East Kent at 105 at Dover Transport Museum.

Sun 05 Sep: 70 years of the RF’ Running Day at Epping Ongar Railway, North Weald. Normal bus
339 from Epping Station, feeder bus 718 at 10am from Chingford Station. (LSS)

Sun 05 Sep: BBPG Running Day between Godstone and East Grinstead.

Sun 12 Sep: King Alfred Running Day from Winchester Broadway. (Also a static display Sat.11Sep)

Sun 26 Sep; Showbus at Hertfordshire Showground, Redbourn. (LSS)

Sat 09 Oct: London Bus Museum’s Running Day on route 93 (with extensions at both ends!).

Sun 10 Oct: South East Bus Festival, Detling, Kent. (LSS)

Sun 24 Oct: Transportfest at London Bus Museum, Brooklands.

Sat 30 Oct:

Stagecoach Plumstead Garage, 40th anniversary Open Day.

Fri/Sat 05/06 Nov: Aldenham Spectacular at Borehamwood (LSS).

Sun 07 Nov:

Muswell Hill Running Day, e.g.RTs on 212exp,244,251A; RM on 134A, RF on 212.

Membership Details

Don’t forget that you can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is
11725054, sort code 16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-
mail to lotsmemsec@gmail.com with your name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us
what you have subscribed to. Occasionally we receive payments without any idea as to what they were
for — or even from whom. The same email address can be used to query membership matters, to query
non-arrival of TLB or LBM, missing or damaged pages, queries about Postal Sales or even if you wish
to discontinue membership for some reason.

LOTS Postal Sales

In addition to writing into the LOTS Office, orders may be e-mailed to lotspostalsales@gmail.com
and make a direct bank payment sent to our bank account:- London Omnibus Traction Society, Royal
Bank of Scotland Sort Code 16-32-45 and account number 11725054. In your e-mail please ensure that
you include your name, address and LOTS Membership Number (as shown on your TLB envelope
label) and also use as a reference for your bank payment your name, Membership Number and the words
“Postal Sales”. (The payment goes through but the bank doesn’t tell us who you are and what you
ordered)!
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NOTE: For anyone wishing to pay their Membership renewal subscription at the same time,
please use “Mem + Sales” as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership
Number. The LOTS Postal Sales Team will inform the Membership Secretary accordingly. Any follow-
up enquiries concerning Postal Sales can also be sent to the same e-mail address; this even applies if you
have written in with your order originally. Please remember that all orders will be dealt with as soon as
possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in these current times - but, please still allow the usual
28 days for receipt of your order.

[f you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales, Unit G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the 'Postal Sales' name is
included prominently, so we can give the order the best attention. Most recent_Sales List is included with
this TLB681 and in any case the Sales List on our website can be used. Order from the Sales List or a
letter is perfectly acceptable. In each case, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t
get lost by us but might be when the banks try to process them electronically! For any subsequent query
over Postal Sales you can email to lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Recent and new publications:

LOTS London Bus & Tram Fleetbook 2021: Uptodate to TLB681. (£7.00). **NEW**

TLB Extra 1956 The last of the series although there is a difference. 1956 was a fairly slack year for
vehicle changes so this book has been expanded from 60 to 80 pages to include a summary of all the
updates to all the other issues 1948-1955 and 1957-1984. Fully illustrated in B&W but with original
1956 colour cover pictures. (£7.00). **NEW**

LOTS Review 2020: An A4-size 80-page book detailing all the London region events of last year, with
over 100 colour pictures. £13.00. **NEW**

LOTS LBM196 Summer 2021 London Bus Magazine (£5.00). The main features are ‘Step entrance
buses in and around London - the last years: Part 1 (TfL routes to 2005)’; ‘A Woodford walkabout
during 2020’ and ‘The last regular RM operation (route 15H)’. *NEW**

LOTS SUP-39B TfL Bus Operators Fleet Allocations and PVRs at 6th February 2021 (£4.50).
LOTS LBM195 Spring 2021 London Bus Magazine (£5.00).

LOTS LBM194 Winter 2020/21 London Bus Magazine (£5.00).

From other publishers: (**ALL new*¥*)

Surrey's Spring Line - A History of Country Bus Route 408 by Peter Osborn (LHRG); A4. 72
pages. Many colour and B&W photos. This marks the centenary of the first East Surrey service between
Guildford and Epsom in November 1921 which became the 408. (£10.00)* *new**

The London Dennis Trident by M. Wharmby (Pen & Sword) (£35.00) **new**

Working For London Buses - Stories from those involved. Capital Transport £25.00; 128 pages,
A4 Hardback, covering “stories behind 16 aspects of London Bus operation over the past 50 years”.

London Trolleybus Collection by Mick Webber. Bowden Publishing £40.00; 194 pages, A4
Hardback, “illustrating the many and varied aspects of trolleybus operation in London from 1931 to
1962. Further overseas use in Malaya and Spain is also featured”. '

Buses & Coaches In and Around Walton-on-Thames and Weybridge 1891-1986 by Laurie
James. Pen & Sword Books £30.00; 208 pages with “200 colour and black & white photos and maps”.

Do not alight here: updated 2021 handbook-size edition with maps of the walks. By Ben Pedroche
(Capital Transport). (£8.95) **new**

In Focus 12 lowbridge London: Julian Bowden and Michael Dryhurst (Bowden Publishing). AS-
size 60 pages, a photo review of the lowbridge buses operated by LT from early Leyland TDs, STs,
STLs, Ds, hired Bristol Ks and Guy Arabs to RLHs. (£10,00) **new**

Today’s London Buses: Reiss O’Neill (Pen & Sword Books), 288 pages with 200 colour photos
covering the last few years of the London bus scene. (£35.00) **new**

Trolleybuses in East London (LTPS) on the latest Sales Bulletin is now no longer available.
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----- General & Industry News -

GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS
Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

TfL, politics and the Coronavirus Crisis

Rapidly increasing infection rates meant the planned full easing of Covid restrictions on 21 June
was postponed until 19 July, during which time more people would be eligible for vaccinations,
including all over 18s. On 27 June, Health Secretary Matt Hancock resigned, following publication of a
photo which showed him in a ‘liaison’ with one of his female staff, in breach of his own regulations. His
replacement is Sajid Javid. It now seems that most restrictions in England will be lifted as planned on 19
July and the public will be asked to take individual responsibility for deciding whether to wear a face
covering on public transport. Surveys by London Travelwatch and Passenger Focus showed that 59% of
users would not wear a face covering if not required to do so. The Confederation of Passenger Transport
(CPT) has questioned the wisdom of a voluntary face covering policy. In an interview with the Evening
Standard on 30 June, Transport Commissioner Andy Byford said he wanted passengers to have
confidence to use the Capital’s “safe” public transport system rather than getting into their cars. Latest
information suggests that bus (and perhaps rail) operators will continue to require wearing of masks.

The position on foreign travel remains confused with a traffic light system remaining (7LB 682
refers) although the Government hopes people who have been double vaccinated will not need to
quarantine on their return to the UK from 19 July if returning from an ‘amber’ country. More test
gatherings have taken place at major events, including Wembley Stadium where the England football
team has played to crowds of up to 65,000 and Wimbledon tennis where the finals were allowed to have
capacity crowds.

Transport for London’s June Finance Committee Report recorded total network usage had
reached 53% of pre Covid levels, with buses achieving 61%. Both figures are higher than budgeted
levels taking into account the pandemic. As a result, bus passenger income is 50% higher than expected
and treble the level when compared with the same period last year. Nevertheless, bus operations still
recorded a net operating loss of £188 million in the four-week period to 29 May which will be met
through emergency Government support grants.

London Travelwatch, the Campaign for Better Transport, London First and the Unite
Union have written a joint letter to the Government to oppose cuts to services. The letter states that any
cuts to bus services made before post-pandemic demand has settled into a “new normal” risks choking
the recovery. It says research shows that ridership will decrease if frequencies are reduced: as a broad
figure a 10% reduction in frequencies will mean a 7% loss of passengers in the longer term and makes
the point that once passengers are lost, they are much harder to win back. TfL is required to make
savings of at least £300 million in 2021/22 (TLB 682 refers).

Westminster City Council has put forward a new scheme to part pedestrianise Oxford Circus.
This is the same Council that effectively put a stop to the earlier TfL & Greater London Authority
proposals for the pedestrianisation of Oxford Street. Under the latest scheme, all vehicles using Oxford
Street would be diverted to the north and only Regent Street north-south and south-north Regent Street
buses would be allowed through the junction. WCC says ‘there will be new seating and planting to
improve the overall look and feel of the area” and claims the first phase of the improvements with two
car free piazzas ‘could be completed by the end of 2021°. Further details under Greater London Route
Developments.

More Boroughs are joining the controversial e scooter trial (7LB 682 refers). They became
available in City of London and parts of Lambeth from 5 July and can be used in Southwark as a ‘ride
through Borough’. E scooters will continue to be parked in designated bays only, enforced by GPS
technology.
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----- General & Industry News -
Corporate and company news
The Go-Ahead Group has been named a European Climate Leader by the Financial Times for its
carbon cutting initiatives. The FT had gathered data on 4,000 companies and the top three hundred had
achieved the greatest reduction in carbon emissions between 2014 and 2019. Go-Ahead is the largest
electric bus operator in the UK and has committed to running a zero-emission bus fleet by 2035.

Other General News

The Department for Transport has announced £226.5m of recovery funding to support bus
services in England outside London after the COVID-19 Bus Service Support Grant (CBSSG) Restart
mechanism ends on 31 August. The recovery funding will run to the end of the current financial year,
beyond which no further COVID-19-related support for the sector will be provided. DfT will publish
more information in due course, but Secretary of State for Transport Grant Shapps said that the new
mechanism will fund operators and local authorities.

The DfT has announced the bidders for the first round of funding for zero emission buses under
the ‘ZEBRA’ fund fast track process (TLB 680 refers). Thirty-five applications were received and six
were selected to go forward to the next stage of the competition which are: Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Combined Authority, Kent County Council, Leicester City Council, Milton Keynes
Borough Council, Warrington Borough Council and West Midlands Combined Authority. These
authorities now need to prepare a strong business case to win funding, although it seems unlikely any
new buses will be appearing by September as originally planned.

Wrightbus has launched or renamed a number of its models. The Electroliner is a new battery
electric version of the Streetdeck double-decker which the manufacturer claims will achieve a 200-mile
range and can be recharged in two hours 45 minutes. The ‘Hawk’ is basically a single-deck diesel
Streetdeck designed for longer mileage rural and inter-urban routes. The original Streetdeck double deck
launched in 2014 is now known as the ‘Streetdeck Ultroliner EU6’ while the hydrogen version is to be
known as the “Streetdeck Hydroliner FCEV™.

ADL has announced its first tri-axle electric double-decker, the Enviro SO0EV for the American
market. The fully air-conditioned bus can carry 82 seated passengers, 53 on the upper deck. Switch
(alias Optare) has unveilked in MetroCity EV.

A nine coach Avanti Pendolino train attempted to break the record for the fastest passenger
journey from London to Glasgow on 17 June. The non-stop journey from Euston to Glasgow Central
took three hours, fifty-three minutes and one second, narrowly missing the record made by the tilting
Advanced Passenger Train (APT) in 1984, which was 21 seconds faster. Nevertheless, the Avanti train
achieved an average speed of 103mph making it the fastest journey made by a Pendolino on the West
Coast main line. A previous attempt with a Pendolino in 2006 took three hours, fifty-five minutes and 27
seconds.

Postscript

I recently took a ride on one of the new Wrightbus fuel cell buses on route 7 which have been
entering service slowly after several weeks in store awaiting the installation of hydrogen fuel cell
facilities at Perivale. The bus was Metroline FCEV, WHD 2713 which I boarded in Bishops Bridge
Road to go to Oxford Circus. It was a lovely bus; I was very impressed. The vehicle was as very quiet as
expected, almost silent in fact, just a slight buzzing noise on the lower deck. This was not noticeable
when I went upstairs, even at the very back. The ride quality with a light load was exceptionally smooth
and I’m sure it exceeded 20mph along Edgware Road, despite claims these buses are restricted. There
were no rattles or creaks at all from the bodywork, build quality seemed excellent, Afterwards I went on
an Enviro400 City EV on the 94 to Piccadilly Circus to compare the two. This was also quiet but not
quite so smooth and there were a few creaks from the bodywork, but nowhere near as many as my bus
home from Brighton Station, a B&H diesel powered Wrightbus Streetdeck; the FCEV really is streets
ahead of those in terms of ride quality.







