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Alperton Garage gained a
new type in its last days
before closure, having
arrived to replace a batch
of VWs due to go off
lease. Several other VWHs
followed to the 83/483's
new home at Perivale.
VWH 2290 is in Ealing
Road Wembley on its way
to the 83's home
terminus.

(Haydn Davies)

Delays in electric charging
kit at Harrow Garage
meant that when RATP
took over the X140 from
4th September, BCE class
E400EVs could not yet be
used. Instead, VHs
transferred in are in use
for a couple of months.
VH 45133 is approaching
Heathrow.

(Russell Young)

PVR reductions in the past
few weeks were the big
story in London!
Metroline route 43 lost six
buses and these re-
appeared on the 17.
Route 17 now hosts about
six E400EVs each day so
we see BDE 2633 in the
Caledonian Road crossing
the bridge over the
Regent’s Canal.

(Richard Godfrey)

Front cover: Earlier in September the Media covered well the 20th
anniversary of the USA's ‘9/11’ attacks but London’s ‘7/7' terrorist attack on
three trains and one Stagecoach bus has been somewhat overlooked.
Stagecoach has not and E400 11377, seen here at the City end of route 25,
carries this striking reminder. (Russell Young)
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A THE LONDON BUS A
The monthly newsletter of the
Lﬂs London Omnibus Traction Society LQ!:S
B website at www.lots.org.uk Bt

ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297(@gmail.com> [ finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.

Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the
office regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM
Distribution and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership"
or “Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick
enquiries and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing
pages.

For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:

UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectively.  Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors
should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will
miss the deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write
via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.
LOTS Members’ Information Service (your requests for historical info. on London bus matters):
Les Stitson, 3 Purley Close, Barkingside, IG5 OTP or by e-mail to lots.infosvs@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare
Gifford, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add sae.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 8-10 October and due for posting on Tues 19 October.

Closing date for TLB687 is Weds 3rd November and due for posting on Tues 16 November.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 01Dec 2021, 05Jan, 02Feb, 02Mar, 30Mar 2022.
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Society Matters — including LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm. We are in the Great Hall unless otherwise
stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to wear face masks and
that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

Monday 25th October: A photographic presentation “When Boris let me out!” by Russell Young.

Monday 29th November: A photographic presentation “Halfcab Heaven” by Eamonn Kentell.

No meeting in December. Next meetings in February/ May/ September/ November 2022.

k ckk sk sk sk ok ok sk ok sk ok

The postponed AGMs from June 2020 and June 2021 were held (as one) on 27th September 2021.
Your management Committee remains as: Chairman Chris Holland, Vice-Chairman and Secretary
Frank Messenger, Treasurer James Mair, Membership Secretary Julian Bowden-Green, supported by
other general Committee Members Colin Brazier, David Kemp, Rick Roberts and Les Stitson, plus
Keith Wood, newly nominated to revert to the normal nine members. The nine members have between
them numerous other responsibilities as well. Other Society activities covering such as publications
(TLB/LBM/TEX/FBK/REV), sales and despatch are outwith the Committee.
We produced our usual Report and Accounts document and that was available from 20th September; if
you still want one, please email to LOTSChairman @ Yahoo.uk

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead

are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sun 24 Oct: Transportfest at London Bus Museum, Brooklands.

Sat 30 Oct: Stagecoach Plumstead Garage, 40th anniversary Open Day. (LSS).

Fri/Sat 05/06 Nov: Aldenham event at Allum Hall, Borechamwood, a few mins from Elstree Station.
Open Fri 12 noon to 6pm, Sat 10am to 4pm (LSS on both days).

Sun 07 Nov: Muswell Hill Running Day on former routes, €.g.RTs on 212express, 244, 251A; RM on
134A, RF on main 212. Full timetables will be available in due course.

Sat 20 Nov: NLETE Transport Bazaar at St Paul’s Centre, Church Street, Enfield. 11am-2.30pm.
admission £3 (accompanied children free).

Sun 20 Feb 22: Bus Running Day at the Epping Ongar Railway, North Weald.

Sat 02 April 22: South East Bus Festival at Detling showground in Kent.

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort
code 16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem +
Sales” as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.




The London Bus — TLB686 — October 2021 — Page 3

Unit G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that
the 'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention.
Postal Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff” availability - especially in
these current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB681 and in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send us a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but
might be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

Recent and new LOTS publications:

LOTS LBM197 Autumn 2021 London Bus Magazine (£5.00). **NEW**

LOTS LBM196 Summer 2021 London Bua Magazine (£5.00).

LOTS London Bus & Tram Fleetbook 2021: Updated to TLB681. (£7.00).

TLB Extra 1956: The last of the series; includes all the updates to all the other issues 1948-1955 and
1957-1984. Fully illustrated in B&W and with original 1956 colour cover pictures.(£7.00).

LOTS Review 2020: An A4-size 80-page book detailing all the London region events of last year,
with over 100 colour pictures. (£13.00). **recent**

LOTS SUP-39B TfL Bus Operators Fleet Allocations and PVRs at 6th February 2021 (£4.50).

From other publishers: (**ALL new or recent**)

Fred Ivey’s Pictures — A Celebration, 36 pages of B&W and Colour photos (LHRG) (£5.00).

Working For London Buses - Stories from those involved. Capital Transport £25.00; 128 pages, A4
Hardback, covering “stories behind 16 aspects of London Bus operation over the past 50 years”.

Surrey's Spring Line - A History of Country Bus Route 408 by Peter Osborn (LHRG); A4. 72 pages.
Many colour and B&W photos. This marks the centenary of the first East Surrey service between
Guildford and Epsom in November 1921 which became the 408. (£10.00)**new**

The London Dennis Trident by M. Wharmby (Pen & Sword) (£35.00) **new**

London Trolleybus Collection by Mick Webber. Bowden Publishing £40.00; 194 pages, A4
Hardback, “illustrating the many and varied aspects of trolleybus operation in London from 1931
to 1962. Further overseas use in Malaya and Spain is also featured”.

Buses & Coaches In and Around Walton-on-Thames and Weybridge 1891-1986 by Laurie James.
Pen & Sword Books £30.00; 208 pages with “200 colour and black & white photos and maps”.

Do not alight here: updated 2021 handbook-size edition with maps of the walks. By Ben Pedroche
(Capital Transport). (£8.95) **new**

In Focus 12 lowbridge London: Julian Bowden and Michael Dryhurst (Bowden Publishing). A5-size
60 pages, a photo review of the lowbridge buses operated by LT from early Leyland TDs, STs,
STLs, Ds, hired Bristol Ks and Guy Arabs to RLHs. (£10,00) **new**

Today’s London Buses: Reiss O’Neill (Pen & Sword Books), 288 pages with 200 colour photos
covering the last few years of the London bus scene. (£35.00) **new**

Today’s London Overground - A Pictorial Overview by Justin Bailey (Pen & Sword) (£30.00). 176
pages with 200 colour illustrations.

A Photographic Journey through the London Underground — /ook again by Elke and Niko
Rollmann (Pen & Sword) (£25.00), 152 pages with 200 colour illustrations.

2021 Route Handbook of Brighton & Hove (SEC) £2.00. Revised edition.

2021 Route Handbook of Stagecoach South Limited (SEC) £2.00. Both list depots and outstations.

SEC Fleet Book 2021: covering Stagecoach South; Stagecoach South East; Brighton & Hove; First
Hampshire & Dorset (SEC) (£7.50).

Sussex Independents 2021: A guide to fleets and services of smaller operators (SEC) (£6.00)

Southdown Fleet History Part 31: 1966 The last standard PD3s (SEC) (£7.00).
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS
Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by ¢ mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

TfL, politics and the Coronavirus Crisis

By late September the HGV driver shortages noted here last month had led to panic buying at
petrol stations. Under pressure from the haulage industry, the Government eventually agreed to ease
immigration rules to allow up to 5,000 foreign drivers to enter the country on a temporary basis.
However, there are indications that the take up has been very small with The Times reporting just 127
applications by HGV/ lorry drivers (but of which just 27 were tanker drivers) by early October. The
Army was brought in to help to restore supplies to filling stations, while Government Ministers kept
emphasising that there was no shortage of fuel. TfL contractors have so far managed to maintain full
services but several bus companies outside London have had to cancel journeys or reduce frequencies
due to driver shortages and difficulty in getting adequate supplies of diesel.

Bus, Underground and rail usage increased during September as schools and Universities
returned and people began to return to their workplaces, often for the first time since March 2020. Bus
use in London recovered to around 73% of pre Covid levels by early October, with Underground use at
62%. There were signs that the fuel crisis was discouraging people from using their cars where they
could use public transport. However, that was a double-edged sword as buses were often caught up in
long queues of cars at petrol stations. The Evening Standard reported that Thursday is now the busiest
day of the week in Central London. This was based on data captured by mobile phone network O2
which showed more people movements in the Square Mile and in Soho on Thursdays than any other
day. Mondays and Fridays are the quietest working days. Overseas travel became easier from 4
October for fully vaccinated travellers returning from over 50 countries no longer have to take pre
departure tests.

Corporate and company news

National Express has confirmed it is in talks to buy Stagecoach. It is understood that the deal
represents a take-over of Stagecoach by the National Express group with Stagecoach shareholders
receiving 25% shares in the new combined group. This reflects the fact that NEG is a significantly
larger group since Stagecoach disposed of its operations in North America and its UK rail franchises.
NEG still has large operations in North America and in Spain. Stagecoach is currently the largest bus
operator in the UK with around 26% of the bus market outside London compared with 7% for NEG. A
firm offer is required by 19 October for the deal to proceed further.

National Express is entering the leisure market with a new company National Express Leisure
which focusses on the UK holiday and leisure markets. Existing brands Lucketts Travel of Fareham
and Woods Coaches of Leicester will be brought under the National Express Leisure banner.

SeaLink Travel group which owns Tower Transit has announced a ‘Strategic joint venture’
between Tower Transit’s Westbourne Park operations and RATP’s London United and London
Sovereign operations. Tower Transit’s Westbourne Park operations are to be merged and transferred to
a newly incorporated joint venture to be called RATP Dev London Transit Ltd (RDLT). Tower
Transit’s operations from Lea Interchange are not included in the initial deal although options are being
investigated.

Arriva has confirmed plans to close Guildford garage which operates out of the former London
Country site in Leas Road. In a statement the company said “Arriva Guildford has unfortunately
experienced ongoing decline in passenger numbers over recent years, even prior to COVIDI9, and
despite every effort to achieve efficiencies, our Guildford operation is no longer sustainable. Arriva
will be offering every support to our Guildford employees, and we continue to work closely with
Surrey County Council to explore alternative options, which could safeguard services for the local
community.” Note that the use of the word safeguard should be taken as any indication of the future!
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----- General & Industry News ---

The rail franchise SouthEastern which is operated by Go-Ahead and Keolis as GoVia, was due
to be taken over by the Government on 17 October. Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said a probe had
found that SouthEastern had not declared more than £25 million in taxpayer funding that should have
been returned since 2014. The Serious Fraud Office is investigating the matter. The new company will
trade as London & South Eastern Railway (LSER). Meanwhile the Government has admitted that the
biggest shake-up of the national rail network since privatisation may not be implemented before the
next General Election. The Daily Telegraph reported that the legal setting up of Great British
Railways (GBR) will not happen before April 2022 and new contracts would be put in place between
July and September 2024.

First Group is launching new low-cost train services on the East Coast main line between
King’s Cross and Edinburgh under the name ‘Lumo’. Services will begin on 25 October with the
frequency increasing to ten services a day by early 2022. They will be operated with five new Hitachi
AT300 trains in a bright blue livery. Fares will start at £14.90 and the overall journey time between
London and Edinburgh with stops at Stevenage, Newcastle and Morpeth will be around four and a half
hours, just slightly longer than current LNER services.

First Group is taking over full ownership of Somerset Passenger Solutions (SPS) which
operates 156 buses on contract services to Hinkley Point C nuclear power station site.

Other General News

Plenty of new zero emission vehicle types to report this month. There is a new entrant to the
electric bus market. Norfolk based Equipmake has launched its Jewel E battery electric double decker
model. This will be produced in partnership with Spanish coachbuilder Beulas. The first examples are
expected to be able to begin trials in early 2022 and Equipmake claims a 250-mile range. Volvo is also
launching a new battery electric bus range. A BZL double decker demonstrator has been built and will
be trialled by Metroline on several routes. MCV will act as lead bodybuilder although Volvo says this
arrangement is not exclusive. The range is not quoted. Plug-in and pantograph options will be offered.
The type will also be offered as a single decker with 10.8 and 12 metre lengths but that could expand to
between 9m and 13m. German manufacturer Quantron has confirmed plans to offer a 12m single deck
bus in the UK in 2022 which will be available with both battery electric and hydrogen fuel cell options.
Wrightbus is now claiming a range of 640 miles for its new hydrogen fuel cell electric hydroliner and
300 miles for its battery electric Electroliner ranges (TLB 683 refers). Rochdale based minibus
manufacturer Mellor has announced plans to become a “major player on the UK bus scene in 20227
with a new production facility in Scarborough.

Rotala subsidiary Diamond Bus is retrofitting five diesel single deckers to run as battery
electric buses. The conversions were undertaken by electric drive systems specialist MAGTEC. The
first bus, a MAN 12.240 with a Plaxton Centro body, will run in the West Midlands.

Liverpool City Region has placed the first order for ADL Enviro400 FCEV H2.0 second
generation hydrogen buses. They will operate on route 10A between Liverpool and St Helen’s. The 20
buses are being funded through Liverpool City Region’s Transforming Cities Fund.

Ten new Pride roundels have been installed on the Underground network. They have been
designed by staff and prominent figures in the LGBT+ community. Each carries positive messages
using vibrant colours as well as visual representations of the London LGBT+ community.

Greenwich resident Jo Kibble travelled 260 miles from London to Morecombe by bus in one
day. He said he had planned the journey during lockdown, starting at Charing Cross station where he
boarded the 03:00 N9 for a journey to Heathrow Airport. Mr Kibble cited the peak district between
Derby and Buxton and Preston Bus Station as highlights of his journey which ended in Morecombe,
Lancashire at 0029 the following day. The total cost was £56.95. Only one bus was seriously delayed,
an X7 from Northampton to Leicester due to roadworks and attempted fare dodgers but he managed to
maintain all vital connections.







