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All our inside pictures are
of autumn events. What
has to be the star item
was at the Muswell Hill
Running Day on

7th November when
Timebus’ TD 89 performed
a few journeys on the old
212 (today's W7); it is
powering along Park Road
having just descended the
steep Muswell Hill.
(Richard Godfrey)

Back on 5th September
the Epping Ongar Railway
staged a Running Day.
Leyland National LS 174 in
Blue Triangle livery is a
rarity out on the road
these days and here it is
travelling through North
Weald.

(Richard Godfrey)
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Another fine exhibit at the
EOR event was RFW 14.
The small class of RFWs
were fairly scarce when

they were new and this
one has not been seen out
for quite a time. It is taking
part in the ‘road run’ at
the end of the event.
(Richard Godfrey)

Front cover: The last-but-one London route to change hands this year was
the 63/N63 on 13th November. It began on 17/9/1919 and the core section
King’s Cross- Honor Oak remains intact today. Go-Ahead MHV 42 is in
Hanover Park, Peckham, being one of the batch MHV 30-49 that is on its
way to Manchester. (Richard Godfrey)
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ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> [ finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the
office regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM
Distribution and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership"
or“Distribution”or as appropriate.The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:
UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectively.  Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors
should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will
miss the deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write
via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of the
members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS, and
the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after publication,
TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage, items may be
repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy information from TLB
or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet, without having first
received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.

London Bus Magazine: e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service (your requests for historical info. on London bus matters):

Les Stitson, 3 Purley Close, Barkingside, IG5 OTP or by e-mail to lots.infosvs@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare
Gifford, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add .sae.

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 3-5 December and due for posting on Tues 14 December.

Closing date for TLB689 is Weds Sth January due for posting on Tues 18 January.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 02Feb, 02Mar, 30Mar, 04May, 08June 2022.
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Editorial and Society Matters

One year ago I remarked that 2020 was a strange year — including several buzz-words that had
become common parlance. Well, 2021 didn’t change much and COVID-19 is still with us long-term
and the 2020 procedures have tended to become the so-called ‘new normal’, to use another buzz-word.
We soon learnt to manage things and before long most ‘normal’ things drifted back into common use.
We have resumed our Conway Hall meetings, albeit reduced in numbers due to the high expense of
hiring the room and the reduced attendances in recent years. Most bus events were gradually resumed
during 2021 and running days became more popular, especially with the grand exercises over routes 65
and 93 in west and south London. We even had two garage open days.

As TLB Managing Editor, I offer my thanks and that of the Committee to all those inside and
outside the Society who contributed in many ways to the information flow for TLB, not to mention its
preparation, proof reading, printing and despatching procedures. We also thank the operators, transport
authorities and our members and friends who provide a lot of information. We also acknowledge
information extracted from fellow enthusiasts’ groups, from e-groups and magazines. Thanks to our
‘back office team’ who manage our actual office, membership, finances and sales, load, drive and
unload the van and make sure that we have enough stationery stocks and stamps, all of which help to
make the Society run smoothly.

TLB itself in 2021 achieved 472 pages and 98 pictures, reflecting the actual news of the day.
Within London, the never-ending round of tender results and operator changes continued, in turn
triggering new bus orders. Almost all of these have been for electric buses but the trouble has been
with delays in power supplies. Once again we saw extra school buses, both in London and the Home
Counties, this being largely to allow better ‘social distancing’. Having said that, that aspect gradually
diminished, as did the extra buses, and by the end of 2021 bus and train travel had reverted to more-or-
less normal. There was no let-up in routine vehicle and route news both inside and outside London.

I wish you and your families a good Christmas and a Happy New Year for 2022.

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead

are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

B/Hol Mon 03 Jan 22: King Alfred Running Day at Winchester Broadway.

Sat 12 Feb 22: NLETE Transport Bazaar at Enfield. Note that it returns to St Stephen’s Church Hall,
Village Road, Enfield (on route 329). 11:00-14:30, £3 entry (acc. children free). Please note that
the NLETE events at Barnet will no longer be held.

Sun 20 Feb 22: Bus Running Day at the Epping Ongar Railway, North Weald.

Sat 02 April 22: South East Bus Festival at Detling showground in Kent.

Sun 10 April 22: London Bus Museum Brooklands — Spring Gathering.

Sun 08 May 22: HCVS London to Brighton run.

Other rallies now: 14 May (Faversham), 15 May (Whittlesey), 22 May (Didcot, a new event), 10 July
(BBPG running day Godstone to East Grinstead, a new event), 17July (Alton), 31 July
(Worthing), 7 August (Gosport).
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LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm. We are in the Great Hall unless
otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to wear face
masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend. The next meeting
has been booked for Monday 2 1st February 2022 (presenter to be advised).

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort
code 16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem +
Sales” as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership),
Unit G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that
the 'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention.
Postal Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in
these current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List is included with this TLB but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send us a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but
might be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

The new Sales List that was distributed with November TLB687 featured several new and ’coming
soon’ titles and it should be noted that the pricing structure for binders has changed.

Please note that ‘Surrey’s Spring Line’ (from LHRG) is no longer available.

LBM 198 Winter 2021 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features are ‘Streatham’s buses in the Sixties’ by
Ian King; ‘Volvo double-deckers in London’ by Malc McDonald; ‘Trolleybus route 667 bank
holiday workings’ by Hugh Taylor.

Steering London Through — London’s Road Services in the Second World War. By Tony Beard and
Mick Webber. Capital Transport £40.00. Largely a chronological story of the period, focussing on
the behind-the-scenes planning by LT, both before the war (starting in 1937) and during it. *NEW*

London Trolleybus Depots Part Three. By Hugh Taylor, published by Adam Gordon, £44.00.
Covers Stonebridge Park, Colindale, Finchley and Wood Green, including separate maps of the
overhead layout of the four depots. (**NEW*¥*)

Due to be published in December by Capital Transport is: Mr. Gibson’s Ticket Machine - The
Complete Story 1944-1993. By Anthony Cross, (£16.95).

London’s Buses 1979-1994 - The Capital’s Bus Network in Transition. By Andrew Bartlett,
(£30.00).

The London Volvo B7TL. By Matthew Wharmby (Pen & Sword) (£35.00).

London’s Historical Railway Terminal Stations - An Illustrated History. By Geoff Swaine, (Pen &
Sword) (£30.00).
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

TfL, politics and the Coronavirus Crisis

Covid rates were reasonably constant during November with vaccinations continuing and
booster jabs extended to include those aged over 50. Then, on 26th November came the sudden
announcement of a new variant, designated Omicron, which was first identified in South Africa. As a
precautionary measure, the Government re-imposed compulsory mask wearing on public transport and
in shops in England from 30th November. Flights from countries in Africa where Omicron cases had
been identified, were suspended. Other passengers returning to the UK were told to take a PCR test
within 48 hours of arrival and self-isolate until they received a negative result. Several other countries
imposed similar restrictions on returning travellers. The Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced that
eligibility for Booster jabs was being changed to make them available to all adults three months after a
second vaccination instead of six months.

The TfL financial crisis continues. Its current funding agreement with the Government expires
on 11 December and dire warnings were issued by The Mayor, in an attempt to secure a new deal. TfL
is facing a £1.3bn black hole in its capital replacement and repairs budget. Fares income is currently
£141 million worse than predicted as the return to work has been slow. Underground ridership is
around 65% of normal levels and buses are carrying 71% of pre Covid levels. A TfL Finance
Committee report makes it clear bus services could be cut by 18%, which is more than four times the
reduction already under way. This could mean around 100 routes being withdrawn and a further 200
would have frequencies reduced, affecting services throughout London. Electrification of the bus fleet
would be delayed and the Rotherhithe Tunnel, A40 Westway and A12 Gallows Corner flyover could
be closed due to the inability to fund repairs. On the Underground, new trains for the Bakerloo and
Central lines would be delayed, upgrades to Holborn and Camden Town stations would be put on hold
along with Crossrail 2 and the Bakerloo line extension, and there would be no more step free stations.
In a radio interview the Mayor claimed it might be necessary for TfL to close one Underground line to
save money. Hopefully an agreement will be reached by the time this is read to enable the scale of
these cutbacks to be substantially reduced or eliminated. If there is no agreement by 11 December, the
Mayor says TfL may have to issue a Section 114 notice declaring itself bankrupt and handing
responsibility for providing services back to the Government.

In advance of any potential cuts, new bus service consultations have been announced by TfL
which, if implemented as planned, would merge routes 1 and 168 and see the end of long-established
route 271. The consultations remain open for comments until 9 January. Further details in Greater
London Area Route Developments and on tfl.gov.uk.

The reintroduction of Night Tube services on 27 November (TLB 687 refers) led to strikes by
train drivers who are in dispute about revised rosters which would require them to work nights on four
weekends a year. Daytime services on the Central, Jubilee, Northern, Piccadilly and Victoria lines were
all affected on 26 November.

Corporate and company news

The National Express bid to take over Stagecoach continues (TLB 687 refers). Negotiations are
now expected to continue until at least 14 December.

The implications of Arriva closing its garage in Guildford on 17 December will result in
Safeguard taking over route 18 to Onslow Village, an area the company has not served since 1929.
The 18 will be extended across town to also serve Weylea Farm, Bowers Farm Drive, Merrow Park
and Bushy Hill replacing parts of Arriva routes 36/37 not covered by Stagecoach's extended route 1
and new route 6. Route 3 to Bellfields will be operated by Safeguard on Sundays making it a seven-day
operation by the company.







