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PVR reductions on the 19/38/149 allowed the conversion to LT of routes 259 and N279,
introducing the type to Edmonton Garage, where LT 564-582 now reside. LT 572 is
passing Spurs stadium in Tottenham High Road. (Haydn Davies)

Just about the rarest sub-type in London is the Wrightbus SRM. RATP has six and
they have all been away to have opening windows added. Mainly used on school route
698, they do wander, as did VHR 45206 to route 79 at Alperton Sainsbury’s on

26th February. (Haydn Davies)

Front cover: On Friday 18th March four ‘Routemaster Specials’ marked Comic Relief’s
‘Red Nose Day’ with fares donated to the cause. RML 880 ran on route 281 Hounslow to
Tolworth but here it is in Hampton Road Fulwell on a short working. . (Haydn Davies)
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| THE LONDON BUS
A The monthly newsletter of the A
LQIS London Omnibus Traction Society LQIS

L 4 website at www.lots.org.uk

ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> | finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:
UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectively.  Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should
be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will miss the
deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via the
Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publlcatlons for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QlJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Suspended until further notice.

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 1-3 April and due for posting on Tues 12 April.

Closing date for TLB693 is Weds 4th May and due for posting on Tues 17 May.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 08June, 06July, 03Aug, 07Sep, 050ct, 02Nov, 30Nov 2022.
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(Rail Replacements are deferred this month).

Editorial and Society Matters

It is my sad duty to record that our friend and colleague Les Stitson died on 24th March. He was 75
and had been suffering from severe respiratory problems in recent times. He had been involved in many
Society matters other than being a long-standing Committee Member. He ran our Members’ Information
Service since 1976 and in 2021 he had eventually completed the long-running ‘TLB Extra’ series with
the 1956 edition. Until the last couple of years he was to be found on our Sales Stand at our London
Meetings and at rallies and events. He had compiled our annual Fleetbooks from 1992 right up to 2022.
His records and knowledge on bus routes and vehicles was second-to-none and much of that was shared
with the Omnibus Society’s LHRG (London Historical Research Group). He was always my ‘go to’ man
whenever I needed to find out something from the past.

Talking of “I don’t know but I know a man who does”, he was always a willing advisor on the very
many occasions when I was stuck with an “IT Issue” and led me through all sorts of problems with
computers — ever since we first embarked on that subject many years ago. When he was admitted to
hospital in late February, Les had completed about 95% of the 2022 Fleetbook, so there was just the
general tidying up and doing things like a final vehicle update, sort out the layouts and headings. Thus
S/V sub-Editor Thomas Young and myself finished it off. When I phoned him in his hospital bed when I
had sent it off to print on time, he was relieved that it had been done and added that he was looking
forward to getting home “to finish off cataloguing his photos!!” . Sadly, that was not to be.

The Society sent condolences to his wife Linda, son Peter and daughter Christine.

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

[f you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff> availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB687 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send us a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but
might be when the banks try to process them electronically!




The London Bus — TLB692— April 2022 — Page 3
LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm (hall open from 6.30). We are in the Great
Hall unless otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to
wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

We regret that once again the speaker at our next meeting on Monday 23rd May is changed. The
speaker will now be Simon Reed, Head of Technology and Data at Surface Transport TfL. He will talk
of 20 years of (iBus) passenger information.

Further booked meetings are 27 June (AGM in the smaller Brockway Room), then 26 September
and 28 November in the Great Hall.

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 23 April NLETE Transport Bazaar at Enfield. Note that it returns to St Stephen’s Church Hall,
Village Road, Enfield (ex route 329). 11:00-14:30, £3 entry (acc. children free).

Sun 24 April: East Grinstead, Country Buses Running Day.

Sun 08 May: HCVS London to Brighton run.

Sat 14 May NLETE Transport Bazaar at Theydon Bois Village Hall (close to station), 11:00-15:30, £3
entry (acc. children free) Then. Sat 01 Oct

Sat 14 May: Faversham, Kent, vintage bus running day.

Sat 15 May: Whittlesey, Cambs. Fenland bus display and running day.

Sun 15 May: A&DMBS Running Day based on High Wycombe Bus Station.

Sun 22 May: Didcot, transport rally at the Railway Centre plus a Bus Running Day based on Didcot
Parkway Station.

Sat 11 June: Open Day at Go-Ahead Stockwell (SW) Garage to celebrate 70 years of operation — it
opened on 2nd April 1952.

Sun 12 June: Heritage operation on route 81 (Hounslow to Slough, journeys to Windsor). It will include
participation by more modern preserved buses outside the LEZ.
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/route-8 1 -running-day/

Sun 19 June: A&DMBS Elstree & Borehamwood Running Day based on Allum Manor, Elstree.

Sun 26 June: London Bus Museum Brooklands — ‘On the Buses’ Summer Gathering.

Sun 26 June: Open day at Reading Buses depot in Great Knollys Street.

Sat 02 July: 50th Anniversary of the Leyland National’s ‘birth’ in 1972, at Gaydon, Warwickshire.

Sat/Su 09/10July: Thames Valley Traction Centenary Event: possible running day at Maidenhead.

Sun 10 July: BBPG running day Godstone to East Grinstead.

Sun 17 July: Alton, Hampshire, a major bus display and running day. (LSS)

Some later dates: Sun 31 July Worthing. Sun 07 Aug Gosport, Sun 07Aug Change of venue for
‘Buses’ Festival, now at Sywell Aerodrome, near Northampton. Sat 20 Aug Imberbus, Sat/Sun/Mon
27/28/29 August: 60th Anniversary event commemorating the ending of London trolleybuses, at the
Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft, Lincs. Free bus from Doncaster Interchange to the museum on 29
August. 04 Sep North Weald EOR, Sun 18 Sept: ‘Fly-by’ road run between Uxbridge (Brunel
University) and Wheatley via the A40 and High Wycombe. Sun 25 Sept: The 50th and last Showbus
Rally at Herts show-ground at Redbourn. Sat 01 Oct London route 37 heritage buses, Sun 02 Oct
A&DMBS Running Day at Chesham Broadway, Sun 23 Oct LBM Brooklands.
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LOTS Postal Sales

The new Sales List that was distributed with November TLB687 featured several new and ’coming
soon’ titles and it should be noted that the pricing structure for binders has changed.

The LOTS 2022 Fleetbook is 128 pages and illustrated. (£7.50) **NEW**.

LBM 199 Spring 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features are ‘Addlestone Garage operations in the
1950s” (an insight into the very complicated scheduling and route patterns of Country Area buses);
‘Archway’s last Routemasters’ and ‘The Yorkie Buses’ (a photo-piece on ex-Londoners in York by
Tony Wilson).

LBM 198 Winter 2021 (£5.00) Main features are ‘Streatham’s buses in the Sixties’ by lan King;
‘Volvo double-deckers in London” by Malc McDonald; ‘Trolleybus route 667 bank holiday workings’
by Hugh Taylor. 120 pictures in this issue.

Mike Harris” Greater London Bus Map No.39 2nd April 2022 (£2.00) **NEW**

Mike Harris” Greater London Night Bus Map 2nd April 2022 (£4.00) **NEW**

Around Waltham Forest by Bus, Tram & Train — Historical local scenes over 200 years by
Roger Torode. Published by LHRG. £15.00. 120 pages (It’s described as the transport story of
Waltham Forest).

Due in April: The London Q Type by Ken Blacker £25.00. 128 pages. (Capital Transport ).

Steering London Through — London’s Road Services in the Second World War. By Tony Beard
and Mick Webber. Capital Transport £40.00. Largely a chronological story of the period, focussing on
the behind-the-scenes planning by LT, both before the war (starting in 1937) and during it. (*NEW¥)

London Trolleybus Depots Part Three. By Hugh Taylor, published by Adam Gordon, £44.00.
Covers Stonebridge Park, Colindale, Finchley and Wood Green, including separate maps of the
overhead layout of the four depots. (**NEW*¥)

Mr. Gibson’s Ticket Machine - The Complete Story 1944-1993. By Anthony Cross, (£16.95) by
Capital Transport. (**NEW**)

London’s Buses 1979-1994 - The Capital’s Bus Network in Transition. By Andrew Bartlett,
£30.00.

The London Volvo B7TL - by Matthew Wharmby (Pen & Sword), £35.00.

London’s Historical Railway Terminal Stations - An Illustrated History. By Geoff Swaine, (Pen
& Sword) £30.00.

GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

TfL, politics and the Pandemic

The war in Ukraine has continued to dominate the national headlines leading to sanctions against
Russia by the UK Government and many western countries. The main effect both here and in Europe
has been an increase in fuel prices to reach record levels. TV news reports from Ukraine have often
shown buses, trolleybuses and trams either continuing to provide services or damaged following attacks.
State railways have largely carried on running, helping huge numbers of people to flee their homes to
travel to safer areas of the country or to the border. TfL. and many UK bus companies are giving free
travel to people with Ukrainian passports who can show a recent travel ticket. Ensignbus directors Ross
Newman and Steve Newman arranged and completed the delivery of medical supplies to south-eastern
Poland from where it was shipped to Ukraine.
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----- General & Industry news -

The increase in fuel prices led to Chancellor Rishi Sunak announcing a 5p per litre cut in fuel
duty in his Spring Statement on 23 March, to ‘help motorists’, although a week later it was widely
reported that petrol pump prices were often not reflecting the full reduction. Clearly this does not help
bus users although most bus companies hedge their prices in advance so they will not feel the impact
yet. Several other European countries also reduced fuel taxes, while in Germany the federal Government
is introducing a 90-day ticket for just 9 Euros per month, valid on all public transport to encourage
people to switch to more sustainable modes.

TfL’s Bus Action Plan was published on 11 March. It joins similar action plans produced by TfL
for cycling, freight, walking and ‘Vision Zero’. Bus Action Plan ‘sets out TfL’s priorities for faster
journeys, an improved customer experience and the decarbonising of the network’. It would be easy to
be cynical about this 94-page plan given recent and future reductions in bus services and members will
be aware of similar plans which did not result in significant improvements. Older readers will recall the
1966 re-shaping plan which took just 18 pages to outline the most radical transformation of London’s
buses. That had some commendable objectives but was probably too radical for its time and as we all
know, many early schemes did not go smoothly.

In 2022 we are basically being promised more of what we have now, but better, with a target of a
zero emission fully electric bus fleet by 2030, subject to Government funding. There should be more bus
priority measures resulting in journey time savings and buses with facilities like USB charge points that
have been common elsewhere for several years.

Bus Action Plan promises faster journeys, 10% quicker than in 2015 and 25km of new bus lanes
by 2025. There is welcome talk of more limited stop services quoting the success of the X140 and X68 -
which has a non-stop section so is not strictly limited stop. Curiously, the two long standing limited stop
routes 607 & X26 don’t get mentioned in the text! TfL has traditionally been very reluctant to introduce
limited stop services, usually on the grounds that increasing frequencies on existing routes reduces
waiting times for everyone and attracts more passengers. Yet watching buses load at Westfield in
Shepherd’s Bush, many passengers will let a 207 go when a 607 is due on the Countdown display and I
regularly see similar behaviour at stops on my local Brighton & Hove routes 12 & 12X. The recognition
that passengers want faster journey times and limited stop services is most welcome.

The last boom period for buses in London was between 1999 and 2014 when bus usage increased
each year, the congestion charge helped to reduce journey times in Central London and Oyster cards
speeded up boarding times. Better control technology and fewer staff shortages meant buses became
very reliable, young adults started using buses by choice and London’s buses were even described as
‘cool’. It is therefore rather tragic to observe the decline since 2014 with the growth of white vans and
Ubers creating increased congestion while cycling improvements and badly designed road schemes took
priority away from bus lanes. This led to slower buses, noticeably fewer passengers and inevitable cuts
to services, even before the pandemic struck. If Bus Action Plan does what it says, and TfL is bold
enough to take difficult decisions in favour of buses we should see growth return.

Some small items of TfL related news: The Evening Standard reports that London Underground
tube drivers are in line for an 8.4% pay award from April bringing their annual pay to around £64,000.
This almost matches the inflation rate which is expected to reach 9% this year, the highest rate for 30
years. Uber has been given new licence to operate private hire vehicles in London for two and a half
years. It plans to offer an entirely electric car fleet by 2025. The number of cycle hires through the
Santander scheme reached 750,000 in February which is a new high. Over one third of London
Underground stations are now step-free following the installation of new lifts at Harrow-on-the-Hill
station. New lifts are currently being installed at Bank, Moorgate and Paddington (Bakerloo line).







