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RATP has been taking delivery of numerous electric BYD/E400OEVs, even though every
garage concerned had to wait for the electric power supply to be connected up. Harrow
and Fulwell eventually got theirs so we see Fulwell’s BCE 47042 crossing Ham Common

on the 65. (Terry O’Neill)

An operator change on route 432 on 2nd April from London General to Arriva London
South brought HV-class Volvo hybrids to that service. A batch (HV 132-144) were
refurbished and painted especially, typified by Norwood Garage’s HV 139 at Tulse Hill on
16th April. (Terry Wong Min)

-

Anerley Station 432

Front cover: 2022 marks 50 years since Ensignbus was created in 1972 and in that time
several thousand ‘used buses’ were re-sold, a large heritage fleet and a local bus
network have been built up. Volvo B9TL No. 130 has been treated to this Golden Jubilee
livery and is turning into the Garrison Estate at Purfleet-on-Thames. (Richard Godfrey)
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Lﬂs London Omnibus Traction Society Lm
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ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> I finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.

Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.

For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:

UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should
be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will miss the
deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via the
Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7Q)J.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Suspended until further notice.

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 6-8 May and due for posting on Tues 17 May. Closing date for
TLB694 is Weds 8th June and due for posting on Tues 21 June.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 06July, 03Aug, 07Sep, 050ct, 02Nov, 30Nov 2022.
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Editorial and Society Matters
Les Stitson’s funeral was duly held on 12th April and several officers and friends from both LOTS and
LHRG attended.

Members will have seen TLB692. Sadly, and seemingly due to a fault in the colour-mix process
on the printing plate, some rogue yellow patches appeared on the inside front cover pictures. Rest
assured that the photos were perfectly OK when they left me as well as on the pre-printing proofs.
However, it was better to post out normally to avoid long delays, as I am sure that our readers would
realise that the buses really were all-red. Also rest assured that they weren’t an April Fool.

Now an apology from me: In TLB690 (February) the picture of Candy Coaches WVL320 was
credited to Haydn Davies although it was actually a photograph from Martin Ruthe. It went to print
before I was aware. So, Sorry, apologies to Martin for that, especially as I seem to have forgotten to
publish a correction in March TLB691, only rectifying that now.

Adverts and Members’ Appeals
Adverts are included as a service to members from the advertisers. LOTS is not involved in any of them,
nor does it necessarily endorse them. Readers must deal with advertisers direct.

For collection/disposal - [ have a collection of Buses Magazines from the mid-1970s to date that needs a
new home (rather than a recycling skip), as I am moving house. These are free to take away (from
Bedford) - please contact martinmjames(@btinternet.com.

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB687 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send us a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but
might be when the banks try to process them electronically!
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LOTS Postal Sales

Watch out for a new SUP-39C TfL operators fleet allocations and PVRs (£4.50). Updated to 21st May,
this is due with us in the first few days of June. Please wait until we confirm its arrival with us before
ordering; better still, visit our sales stand at the Stockwell Garage open day on 11th June.

The LOTS 2022 Fleetbook, 128 pages and illustrated. (£7.50) **NEW**.

LBM 199 Spring 2022 (£5.00) **NEW#** Main features are ‘Addlestone Garage operations in the
1950s’ (an insight into the very complicated scheduling and route patterns of Country Area buses);
‘Archway’s last Routemasters’ and ‘The Yorkie Buses’ (a photo-piece on ex-Londoners in York by
Tony Wilson).

LBM 198 Winter 2021 (£5.00) Main features are ‘Streatham’s buses in the Sixties’ by lan King;
‘Volvo double-deckers in London’ by Malc McDonald; ‘Trolleybus route 667 bank holiday workings’
by Hugh Taylor. 120 pictures in this issue.

Mike Harris” Greater London Bus Map No.39 2nd April 2022 (£2.00) **NEW**

Mike Harris’ Greater London Night Bus Map 2nd April 2022 (£4.00) **NEW#**

Around Waltham Forest by Bus, Tram & Train — Historical local scenes over 200 years by
Roger Torode. Published by LHRG. £15.00. 120 pages (It’s described as the transport story of
Waltham Forest). **NEW **

The London Q by Ken Blacker £25.00. 128 pages. (Capital Transport ). **NEW**

Steering London Through — London’s Road Services in the Second World War. By Tony Beard
and Mick Webber. Capital Transport £40.00. Largely a chronological story of the period, focussing on
the behind-the-scenes planning by LT, both before the war (starting in 1937) and during it. (*NEW¥)

London Trolleybus Depots Part Three. By Hugh Taylor, published by Adam Gordon, £44.00.
Covers Stonebridge Park, Colindale, Finchley and Wood Green, including separate maps of the
overhead layout of the four depots. (**NEW#*%*)

Mr. Gibson’s Ticket Machine - The Complete Story 1944-1993. By Anthony Cross, (£16.95) by
Capital Transport. (**NEW**)

London’s Buses 1979-1994 - The Capital’s Bus Network in Transition. By Andrew Bartlett,
£30.00.

The London Volvo B7TL - by Matthew Wharmby (Pen & Sword), £35.00.

London’s Historical Railway Terminal Stations - An Illustrated History. By Geoff Swaine, (Pen
& Sword) £30.00.

LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm (hall open from 6.30). We are in the Great
Hall unless otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to
wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

We regret that once again the speaker at our next meeting on Monday 23rd May is changed. The
speaker will now be Simon Reed, Head of Technology and Data at Surface Transport TfL. He will talk
of 20 years of (iBus) passenger information.

Further booked meetings are 27 June (AGM in the smaller Brockway Room), then 26 September
and 28 November in the Great Hall.
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Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sun 22 May: Didcot, transport rally at the Railway Centre plus a Bus Running Day based on Didcot
Parkway Station.

Sat 11 June: Open Day at Go-Ahead Stockwell (SW) Garage to celebrate 70 years of operation — it
opened on 2nd April 1952. (LSS)

Sun 12 June: Heritage operation on route 81 (Hounslow to Slough, journeys to Windsor). It will include
participation by more modern preserved buses outside the LEZ.
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/route-8 I -running-day/

Sun 19 June: A&DMBS Elstree & Borehamwood Running Day based on Allum Manor, Elstree.

Sun 26 June: London Bus Museum Brooklands — ‘On the Buses’ Summer Gathering.

Sun 26 June: Open day at Reading Buses depot in Great Knollys Street.

Sat 02 July: 50th Anniversary of the Leyland National’s ‘birth’ in 1972, at Gaydon, Warwickshire.

Sat/Su 09/10July: Thames Valley Traction Centenary Event: possible running day at Maidenhead.

Sun 10 July: BBPG running day Godstone to East Grinstead.

Sun 17 July: Alton, Hampshire, a major bus display and running day. (LSS)

Sun 31 July Worthing, bus rally at west end of the sea front, also bus rides.

Sun 07 Aug Gosport, bus rally at Stokes Bay, also local bus rides.

Sun 07Aug Change of venue for ‘Buses’ Festival, now at Sywell Aerodrome, near Northampton.

GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 [AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

National news, TfL and politics

The war in Ukraine and its consequences continues to dominate the national news along with the
cost-of-living crisis. Local Council elections were held in all London Boroughs and many authorities
outside the Capital on 5 May. Overall in England, the Conservatives lost 341 Council seats, Labour won
52, Lib Dems won 191 and the Greens added 60. In London Labour took control of Barnet, Wandsworth
and Westminster from the Conservatives, all of which had been Tory controlled for many years.
Westminster had been Conservative led since the Council was created in 1964. Further afield, the most
significant election result was in Northern Ireland where Sinn Fein became the largest party in the
Northern Ireland Assembly for the first time.

The big news this month is Crossrail. TfL has announced that train services on the Elizabeth line
will start on Tuesday 24 May. Trains will initially run every 5 minutes between Abbey Wood and
Paddington calling at all stations except Bond Street which is not complete and will open later, probably
in the Autumn. To allow for further testing, services through the new tunnel section will run initially
between 06:30 and 23:30 on Mon-Sat. There will be no Sunday service but there will be a special
service over the Jubilee holiday weekend. The new line will increase the Underground capacity by 10%.
Hopefully this will still be needed!

Existing TfL Rail services between Paddington and Reading or Heathrow and between Liverpool
Street and Shenfield will continue as they do currently but will be re-branded as the Elizabeth line from
24th May. This means that there will be three separate Elizabeth line services. The next stage should be
to link the Paddington termini, increasing the frequency through central London to every 2.5 mins at
peak times. This is planned for the Autumn and is due to be joined by through services to Shenfield in
May 2023. Then the entire line will be open with through services from Reading or Heathrow to
Shenfield or Abbey Wood. Associated changes to bus services both in south-east and east London have
been planned for some time and are recorded in Greater London Route Developments in this TLB.







