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Based on the established StreetDeck, the Wrightbus Electroliner demonstrator (EL 1) is
being trialled by Go-Ahead at Croydon Garage. On 6th May it is seen in West Wickham
High Street on route 119 - its regular haunt for the duration of the trial. (William Clark)

The new order on route 84 from 2nd April is with Sullivan Buses using green vehicles.
Trident/Enviro400 No. E 35 (once Abellio N0.9516) is near South Mimms. LCBS once
ran the 84 and the countryside behind the bus is even set out in LCBS green with
yellow relief! (Richard Godfrey)

Front cover: Buses decked to celebrate the HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee started to
appear in May. RATP’s BCE 47070 — with a special ‘70th’ registration - is travelling up
Ewell Road, Tolworth on its journey on route 281 through Kingston and Twickenham to
Hounslow. (Terry Wong Min)
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ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via

<davestewart297@gmail.com> [ finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:
UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectively.  Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should
be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will miss the
deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via the
Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Suspended until further notice.

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 10-12 June and due for posting on Tues 21 June. Closing date for
TLB695 is Weds 6th July and due for posting on Tues 19 July.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 03Aug, 07Sep, 050ct, 02Nov, 30Nov 2022, 04Jan23.
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Editorial and Society Matters

This TLB may reach you a little late. That is because my E-mail system packed up. It took time to
rectify and needed professional help but I lost a fair bit of preparation and proof -reading time. In turn,
this meant a late start to printing and thus delivery. Oh yes, and also in the last days of prep, my mobile
phone packed up and I became ill- not too serious but a nuisance. (David Stewart).

LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm (hall open from 6.30). We are in the Great
Hall unless otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to
wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

Monday 27 June (AGM in the smaller Brockway Room).

Monday 26 September and Monday 28 November in the Great Hall (speakers t.b.a.).

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB687 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send us a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but
might be when the banks try to process them electronically!
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LOTS Postal Sales
See the new Sales List in this TLB.
Latest from LOTS:

SUP-39C TfL operators fleet allocations and PVRs, 21st May 2022 (£4.50). **NEW**

The LOTS 2022 Fleetbook, 128 pages and illustrated. (£7.50) **NEW**,

LBM 200 Summer 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features ‘Mullany’s Buses’ and ‘Part 1 of a Fifty
years of LBM photo piece’ by the editor (second part will be in LBM 202).

LBM 199 Spring 2022 (£5.00) **NEW#** Main features are ‘Addlestone Garage operations in the
1950s’ (an insight into the very complicated scheduling and route patterns of Country Area buses);
‘Archway’s last Routemasters’ and ‘The Yorkie Buses’ (a photo-piece on ex-Londoners in York by
Tony Wilson).

And from other publishers:

Around Waltham Forest by Bus, Tram & Train — Historical local scenes over 200 years by
Roger Torode. Published by LHRG. £15.00. 120 pages (It’s described as the transport story of
Waltham Forest). ¥*NEW**

The London Q by Ken Blacker £25.00. 128 pages. (Capital Transport ). **NEW**

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sun 26 June: London Bus Museum Brooklands — ‘On the Buses’ Summer Gathering.

Sun 26 June: Open day at Reading Buses depot in Great Knollys Street.

Sat 02 July: 50th Anniversary of the Leyland National’s ‘birth” in 1972, at Gaydon, Warwickshire.
Sat/Su 09/10July: Thames Valley Traction Centenary Event: possible running day at Maidenhead.

Sun 10 July: BBPG running day Godstone to East Grinstead.

Sun 17 July: Alton, Hampshire, a major bus display and running day. (LSS)

Sun 31 July Worthing, bus rally at west end of the sea front, also bus rides.

Sun 07 Aug Gosport, bus rally at Stokes Bay, also local bus rides.

Sun 07Aug Change of venue for ‘Buses’ Festival, now at Sywell Aerodrome, near Northampton.

Sat 20 Aug Imberbus, Routemasters from Warminster to Imber.

Sat/Sun/Mon 27/28/29 August: 60th Anniversary event commemorating the ending of London
trolleybuses, at the Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft, Lincs. Free bus from Doncaster Interchange to the
museum on 29 August. 04 Sep North Weald EOR, Sun 18 Sept: ‘Fly-by’ road run between Uxbridge
(Brunel University) and Wheatley via the A40 and High Wycombe. Sun 25 Sept: The 50th and last

Showbus Rally at Herts show-ground at Redbourn. Sat 01 Oct London route 37 heritage buses, Sun 02
Oct A&DMBS Running Day at Chesham Broadway, Sun 23 Oct LBM Brooklands.
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

National news, TfL and Politics

Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend took place over four days between 2-5
June . This included several events in Central London, including Trooping the Colour, a flypast and a
concert in front of Buckingham Palace, concluding with a street pageant on the Sunday. Huge crowds
attended events. Unfortunately our 96 year old monarch was unable to attend every event but she did
appear on the balcony of Buckingham Palace on a couple of occasions, to the delight of the crowd. A
number of buses received special commemorative liveries, in London and around the UK.

The long-awaited report into ‘Partygate’ by senior civil servant Sue Gray was published on 25
May. It confirmed a number of occasions when parties or social gatherings took place at 10 Downing
Street during lockdowns when such events were illegal. Prime Minister Boris Johnson continues to be
heavily criticised, but he survived a vote of no confidence by Conservative MPs on 6 June. 148 MPs
voted against the Prime Minister, 211 to save him. BBC Political Editor Chris Mason observed a
coincidence that the bus stop in Parliament Square was solely served by bus routes 148 & 211! The half
term break combined with the Platinum Jubilee holiday led to travel problems at airports, with flights
cancelled and long queues due to staff shortages as airlines and airports struggled to recruit and train
sufficient staff to meet demand following the pandemic. For the first time in decades there are more
vacancies than registered unemployed people in the UK, so these problems are unlikely to be resolved
soon.

A one-day strike took place across the Underground network on 6 June, affecting all lines with
most central area stations closed. The RMT union was protesting about changes to pension rights. TfL
said no changes had been proposed so far, although a review of pensions was a condition placed on TfL
by the Government as part of its Funding Agreement. Further strike action is planned for 21 June
when the RMT has also called a national rail strike over three days, 21%, 23" and 25 June to protest
about multi-year pay freezes and plans to cut thousands of jobs which the union says will make railways
unsafe. Transport Secretary Grant Shapps accused the RMT of “jumping the gun” by announcing strike
dates when talks had only just begun.

Now for the good news, the Elizabeth line has opened as planned, on Tuesday 24 May. This
followed a private visit to Paddington Station by The Queen the previous week. The newly opened
section is between Paddington and Abbey Wood (TLB 693 refers). Large crowds gathered at both
terminal stations in time for the first trains and apart from one short security alert at Paddington
everything ran smoothly on the first day with trains running like clockwork, every five minutes. The
new stations are spectacular and cavernous, and the platforms are long and spacious. Those below
ground have platform edge doors like the Jubilee line but the two stations above ground at Custom
House and Abbey Wood do not have this feature.

The opening was widely covered in the media and coverage has been overwhelmingly positive,
with only a few reports mentioning that the line is three and a half years late. Initial indications are that
the line is being well used, a TfL press release explained that the line carried more than one million
passengers in its first five days. Related bus service changes in east and south east went ahead as
planned on 14" and 21* May (see Greater London route developments). Nine buses have received all
over wraps promoting services providing links to the new line. While the Elizabeth line has received all
the publicity, a major project at Bank Station was completed on-time and Northern line trains began
serving a new southbound platform on 16 May, enabling temporary route 733 to be withdrawn.

Not such good news was the announcement on 1 June of proposals for major cutbacks to bus routes in
central and inner London. The pandemic clearly decimated TfL’s income and some reductions were
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---- General & Industry News e

inevitable, but the scale of these proposals was not anticipated. A public consultation is open until 12
July. If the planned changes go ahead without changes, sixteen route numbers would disappear
completely: 4, 11, 12, 14, 16, 24, 31, 45, 72, 74, 78, 242, 349, 521, C3 and D7. Full details in Greater
London Route Developments. 1t will be observed that these include some of the best-known bus routes in
London, used not just by locals but by visitors from all over the UK and around the world. Very few
roads would lose their bus service altogether as other routes would be ‘restructured’ to cover withdrawn
sections, but more passengers would need to change buses to reach their destination and the changes will
undoubtedly cause a lot of confusion. TfL estimates that around 24% of bus journeys will involve a
change of bus which it is claimed will be easy because of the hopper fare. Many will disagree, changing
buses is a hassle and it can be stressful. Several roads will have less frequent services although TfL says
all routes affected will run at least every 12 minutes and are therefore classified as ‘high frequency’.
Again, many bus passengers who have become used to waiting a few minutes for a choice of bus routes
that have been reduced to just one, will regard 12 minutes as a long time, especially if services are not
running regularly for some reason.

There is bound to be considerable opposition to these changes which are seen as political in
response to the Governments requirement to reduce funding levels and cut overall bus mileage by 4% by
2024/25. 1t looks as though this target would be exceeded although with no detailed frequency
information available this is difficult to prove. Many will recall the very vocal opposition over the
proposal to withdraw route 13 a few years back. That level of controversy could be multiplied leading to
long delays before implementation is achieved (if at all in some cases). A senior manager at TfL told me
the proposals to retain certain route numbers in place of well-known ones are mostly based around
contract expiry dates, so it could be that changes to proposed route numbers will alter during the
consultation, as they were with the 1 & 168 proposals (not yet implemented). If these changes do
proceed, they will probably be the most extensive cutbacks since 1982 after fares were doubled when
the GLC’s ‘Fares Fair’ scheme had been declared illegal. Forty years on, local government is again
responsible for running London’s buses and is at odds with central Government with the result that bus
passengers suffer. Just a couple of months ago I was reporting TfL’s Bus Action Plan which set out a
bold vision for better bus services. Quite how this consultation relates to that vision is hard to
understand.

A fire at Potters Bar garage on 22 May led to the loss of six buses. It started in an electric
Optare Metrodecker and all similar vehicles operated by Metroline, RATP, Go Ahead London and First
Bus in York were withdrawn for checks for a few days. They began to reappear again from 26 May after
Metroline issued a notice saying that they were now safe to operate and the fire had been caused by an
‘isolated operational error’.

Corporate and company news

On 27 May Stagecoach announced it had taken over the Kelsian Group’s Tower Transit
operations at Lea Interchange garage in a £20 million deal. Lea Interchange was acquired by Tower
Transit from First in 2013 but was not included in the joint venture between Tower Transit in 2019
which included Westbourne Park. Sir Brian Souter is to stand down from his position as a non-
executive director of Stagecoach when DWS Infrastructure completes its takes over. This is expected to
take place on 27 June.

Various management changes have been announced at Go Ahead. Martijn Gilbert, who began
his career in London and is currently MD at Go North East is leaving the Go Ahead group in September
to become MD at First with responsibility for Hull Trains and open access opérator Lumo. He is
replaced by Nigel Featham who will retain his current responsibilities at Go North West. Luke Marion
has been appointed interim MD at the Oxford Bus Company replacing Phil Southall who is being
seconded to Go Ahead Group as Bus Performance Director.







