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FOR EVERYONE

The only operator in our area to adopt a colourful livery for Pride was Universitybus in
Hertfordshire. Enviro400 No.259 is in service on the fairly long 601 ‘Alban Way’ route at
Borehamwood, having come from Welwyn Garden City via St Albans and Radlett.
(David Heath)

Red Rose has repainted its 21-year-old East Lancs bodied Dart SLF Y359 LCK in this
mainly yellow (rather than mainly red) livery to celebrate the company’s early days and
perhaps of a bit of its predecessor Red Rover in Aylesbury. In this view it was visiting
the Alton rally. (Derek Everson)

Front cover: You saw Bexleyheath’s pantograph in TLB694 but a handy footbridge over
the A102 enables a view of the roof of EP 7, one of the BYD/ADL E400EVs on route 132.
This shows clearly the receptor rails that are fed with an electric charge from the
pantograph — which is lowered down to connect. (Richard Godfrey)
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ISSN 0263-3329
Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> I finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.

Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office now at G16 Lombard Business
Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.

For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:

UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectlvely Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to 1nd1v1dual section sub- edltors (each section is headed by the
contact details) or via my e-mail and it will be passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should
be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please do NOT use Lombard for TLB items as it will miss the
deadline. If it is specifically for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via the
Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Suspended until further notice.

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

LOTS Info Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, TN14 7EP.
Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 5-7 August and due for posting on Tues 16 August. Closing date for TLB697
is Weds 7th September and due for posting on Tues 20 September.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 050ct, 02Nov, 30Nov 2022, 04Jan23.
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LOTS Meetings ,

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm (hall open from 6.30). We are in the Great
Hall unless otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to
wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

On Monday 26 September we are delighted to welcome Peter Newman of Ensignbus as speaker.
On this date the presentation will pause from 8.30 to 8.45pm for the “Accounts” part of the AGM, see
TLB69S5 p2). '

The next meeting will be on Monday 28 November in the Great Hall (speaker t.b.a.).

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number-is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for. _

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff” availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB687 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable In all cases above, if
you send a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might
be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales
See the new Sales List in TLB694. The latest from LOTS:

LOTS London Bus Review 2021 (£14.50) (*NEW*%*)

SUP-39C TIL operators fleet allocations and PVRs, 21st May 2022 (£4.50). **NEW**

The LOTS 2022 Fleetbook, 128 pages and illustrated. (£7.50) **NEW**.

LBM 200 Summer 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features ‘Mullany’s Buses’ and ‘Part 1 of a Fifty
years of LBM photo piece’ by the editor (second part will be in LBM 202).
‘LBM 199 Spring 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features are ‘Addlestone Garage operations in the
1950s’ (an insight into the very complicated scheduling and route patterns of Country Area buses);

‘Archway’s last Routemasters’ and ‘The Yorkie Buses’ (a photo-piece on ex-Londoners in York by
Tony Wilson).
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And from other publishers: :
Around Waltham Forest by Bus, Tram & Train — Historical local scenes over 200 years by
Roger Torode. Published by LHRG. £15.00. 120 pages (It’s described as the transport story of

Waltham Forest). **recent**

The London Q by Ken Blacker £25.00. 128 pages. (Capital Transport ). **recent*

SEC Fleet Book 2022 £8.00 Now includes the Metrobus, Crawley fleet as well. **NEW**

Streets of Birmingham Transport (M. Keeley & R. Torode) £35.00; 166 page companion volume to
their earlier book The Streets and Lanes of Midland Red. (Capital Transport) **NEW**

The London That Never Happened (A. Badsey-Ellis) £19.95; 96 pages of bold but unrealised
proposals for London e.g. an airport at Kings Cross; monorails in central London and to Heathrow
(Capital Transport). **NEW**

British Trolleybus Systems — London and S. E. England (Peter Waller) £30.00; An historic
overview.136 pages with 250 colour and B & W photos. Pen & Sword Books: **NEW**

Twenty Turbulent Years —The transformation of Britain’s bus industry 1980-2000

By Peter Rowlands and Stewart J. Brown, published by Fawndoon Books £30.00. 144 pages with
almost 300 colour photos **NEW=** The Book looks at the effects of the key changes of that era —
deregulation and privitisation — and illustrates the variety of vehicles and liveries in Britain’s bus
fleets. It also tells of the effects these changes had on British bus manufacturers.

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 20 Aug Imberbus, Routemasters from Warminster to Imber. As a rail strike is due on the day, a
coach excursion by Readybus has been ar ranged. It will depart Hammersmith (Hammersmith Bridge
Road) at 08:30 with the return departure from Warminster at 17:30. Tickets are priced at £30 a seat,
which  includes an  all-day = Imberbus  ticket. =~ To  book please click here.
https://www .readybus.com/product-page/lost-village-of-imber. For more details about Imberbus and the
history of this fascinating day out click here https://imberbus.org/.

Sat/Sun/Mon 27/28/29 Aug: 60th Anniversary event commemorating the ending of London
trolleybuses, at the Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Free bus from Doncaster Interchange to
Sandtoft on 29th.

Sun 04 Sep North Weald Epping Ongar Railway. Local bus rides, also a ‘dusk photo run’. (LSS)

Sat 17 Sep NLETE Transport Bazaar at St Stephen’s Church Hall, Village Road, Enfield (on route 329).
11:00-14:30, £3 entry (acc. children free).

Sun 18 Sep: ‘Fly-by’ road run between Uxbridge (Brunel University) and Wheatley (Oxford M40
Services) via the A40 and High Wycombe.

Sun 25 Sept: The 50th and the last Showbus Rally at Herts show-ground at Redbourn. (NO LSS).

Sat 01 Oct NLETE Transport Bazaar at Theydon Bois Village Hall (close to station), 11:00-15:30, £3
entry (acc. children free).

Sat 01 Oct London route 37 (Peckham & Hounslow) heritage buses. Buses every 15 mins between
Putney Station and Peckham Bus Station, between 10:00 and 17:00. Two feeder services will run
the full route from Hounslow in the morning (departing 09:30 and 10:00) through to Peckham, and
back in the afternoon. The webpage has some background; timetables etc will follow in due course.
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/RTs-on-route-37

Sun 02 Oct A&DMBS Running Day at Chesham Broadway,

Sun 23 Oct London Bus Museum ‘Transportfest’ at Brooklands.

Fri/Sat 04/05 Nov: Aldenham Transport event at Allum Hall, Elstree 10am-4pm. (LSS both days).
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Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

National news, TfL and Politics

Two candidates are in the running to be the next Prime Minister and leader of the Conservative
Party following the resignation of Boris Johnson last month. Rishi Sunak and Liz Truss now face a vote
by Conservative party members, the outcome of which will be announced on 5 September. Both have
campaigned heavily on promises of tax cuts. Transport has not been an issue.

Record high temperatures were recorded on 18th and 19th July which led to the London Fire
Brigade having its busiest day since World War 2. There was considerable disruption to train services
due to the risk of track or overhead line damage, with no trains on the East Coast line between London
and York or Leeds. TfL advised passengers not to travel on those days. Department for Transport
statistics show bus use in London falling to 69% of pre pandemic levels on 19 July and Underground use
dropping even more, to just 48% of previous levels. However, DfT statistics compare current usage
with that in March 2020 so seasonal fluctuations are not explained. By the last week in July TfL bus use
was back up to around 85% - 90% of pre pandemic levels with the highest use at weekends.

Further to TLB 695, the TfL funding Agreement was extended yet again, to 28 July and then to
midday on 3 August while a longer-term deal was discussed with the government. TfL. Commissioner
Andy Byford is seeking £927 million for the remainder of this year and a long term capital funding deal.
At 3 August there was no answer from Government.

There was a further RMT rail strike on Wednesday 27 July (which did not include Underground
services) and similar strike action by ASLEF, the train drivers’ union, on Saturday 30 July which
affected London Overground services. Unless a settlement is reached, further strike action is planned for
Saturday 13 August (ASLEF), Thursday 18th and Saturday 20th August (both RMT). The RMT has also
called a strike on London Underground and London Overground on Friday 19 August. RMT strikes
include signal staff so very few trains can run, while ASLEF action is less severe as it only affects
drivers employed by certain train companies.

Further to TLB 695, the Barking Riverside rail extension opened on 18 July. Night tube
services returned to the Piccadilly line on 28 July, returning the night tube network to full March 2020
levels for the first time since the pandemic started. :

Corporate and company news

Bournemouth based Yellow Buses went into administration on 29th July. The former municipal
operator, which has just celebrated its 120th anniversary, had been owned by Transdev and RATP but
went into private ownership in 2019. It has faced competition from Go Ahead operator Morebus on
many routes but latterly services were working to reduced timetables. In the end, Thursday 4th August
was Yellow Buses’ last day of local bus services at 18:00 on that day, with buses already out gradually
returning to depot over the next hour or two. The last bus in was an ex-London E400, formerly with
Tower Transit — DN 33782 (SN12 AVY). Morebus (part of Go South Coast) began new local bus
services over former YB routes on Saturday 6th, albeit on reduced frequencies, using its own vehicles
including some newly delivered Enviro 400 MMCs intended for Bournemouth University services.
Morebus expect to be able to increase frequencies once enough buses and drivers can be sourced.

National Express took over the depot, engineering and the coaching side of the business but no
buyer was found for the bus network. Xelabus of Eastleigh assumed the Megabus contract — but no
vehicles or staff. Golden Tours’ local sightseeing operation fleet suspended service after 31st July in the
initial stages of the crisis and did not run on 1st or 2nd August. However, they resumed on the 3rd under
the ‘umbrella’ of Yellow Coaches. It lasted just three days being withdrew after service on the.5th. The
The fate of the local Yellow Buses fleet with around 120 buses was undecided as we closed for press on
6th August.
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----- General & Industry News -

Stagecoach has announced it has entered into agreements to sell its Megabus.com and Falcon
coach businesses to ComfortDelGro. Falcon South West runs a coach service between Plymouth and
Bristol Airport. Stagecoach already has a joint venture in Scotland with Comfort DelGro owned Scottish
City Link which will continue with Stagecoach raising its share of the joint venture from 35% to 37.5%.

Other General News

The Confederation of Passenger Transport (CPT) which represents bus and coach operators,
has published a Decarbonisation Dividend report which highlights the benefits of shifting car journeys to
coach and bus. The report finds that switching one journey a month to coach or bus travel would save
two million tons of CO2 emissions by 2030 and see health benefits worth £14.9 bn.

Flixbus has started a scheduled direct overnight service between Manchester, Birmingham,
Cambridge and London and Paris. It runs five days a week and is operated by Whippet. Bus Eireann,
the Irish operator has resumed its Expressway Eurolines services from Dublin to London via
Birmingham using Irish Ferries to Holyhead. This operates twice a week and is also an overnight
service, arriving in London at 0800.

The West Midlands Metro extension to Five Ways and ‘Edgbaston Village’ opened on 17 July,
in time for the Commonwealth Games which began a few days later. The tram line finishes in Hagley
Road (the original name for the terminus which everyone in Brum knows) which is surrounded by an
underpass, large office blocks and a Morrisons supermarket. It could not be less village like. ‘Edgbaston
Village’ does not exist, I know that because I lived in the area for two years!

A bid by Rotala to seek a judicial review of the process leading to reregulation in Greater
Manchester has failed. The High Court ruled that the re-regulation process had been followed lawfully
by Greater Manchester Combined Authority. Rotala runs services through its Diamond Bus North West
and operates mostly from Bolton where it took over from First Group.

-In Staffordshire, Rotala has acquired Midland Classic, a well-respected independent based in
Burton upon Trent which runs a smart fleet of 60 red and yellow buses and employs 110 staff. Midland
Classic is to be renamed Diamond Bus (East Midlands).

The Yorkshire based operations of the HCT Group, CT Plus Yorkshire and Powell’s finished at
17:00 on 5th August. The company had announced on 3rd August that discussions were taking place to
transfer operations services to other operators where possible. Arriva and Transdev have invited HCT
staff to transfer.

As you will know with the covers of TLB693, we should just record here that Ensignbus
celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. The Purfleet based company was founded in 1972 by Peter
Newman who was later joined by his sons Ross and Steve. They started a bus sales business which
expanded rapidly when they became the main dealer for DMSs and entered the London sightseeing
market, later taking on some tendered LT bus routes. The company now runs a high-quality commercial
network in and around Thurrock as well as a bus sales division and an extensive heritage fleet which is
available for hire. Congratulations to all involved!

Sir William Wright, of Wrightbus has died at the age of 94. He founded the Northern Ireland
company with his father in 1946. A significant expansion occurred in the early 90s with major orders on
Dennis Dart chassis, primarily from Centrewest. Under his leadership the company designed and
developed the first low floor buses for London Buses and went on to launch the Gemini range of double
deckers with their iconic fronts and of course Wrightbus built all 1,000 New Routemasters.







