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On 27th August Go-Ahead replaced Arriva on route 264. Until electric BYD/AD E400EVs
are available, E400H hybrids from New Cross are helping out. EH 230 calls at the Church
Street tram-stop in Croydon on the first day. (William Clark)

Friday 26th August was last day of London United on Surrey CC’s route 400 and DLE
30025 passes through Charlton Village on 10th August. From the 31st, Falcon Coaches, a
more mainstream Surrey operator, took over. (Terry Wong Min)

Front cover: After a few months of temporary E20Ds on route 322, Abellio’s MetroCity-
EVs went into service gradually. As early as 14th August No.1010 passes Brockwell Park
at Herne Hill with trees already sporting leaves in autumnal colours. (Terry Wong Min)
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LQI_S London Omnibus Traction Society LQ,:!:S
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ISSN 0263-3329

Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> 1 finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.

Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office at G16 Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution™ or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.

For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com

Membership and Subscription Information: The LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Nov18:

UK rate: £30 MEM+TLB; £47 MEM+TLB+LBM; £24 LBM only.
Europe rate: £40, £57, £27 respectlvely Rest of the World: £40, £61, £27 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to mdwndual section sub-editors or via my e-mail and it will be
passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please
do NOT use Lombard for TLB items. If it is for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or
write via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Suspended until further notice.

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

LOTS Info Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, TN 14 7EP.
Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 8-10 September and due for posting on Tues 20 September.

Closing date for TLB698 is Weds Sth October and due for posting on Tues 18 October.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 02Nov, 30Nov 2022, 04Jan23
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LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm (hall open from 6.30). We are in the Great
Hall unless otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to
wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

On Monday 26 September we are delighted to welcome Peter Newman of Ensignbus as speaker.
On this date the presentation will pause from 8.30 to 8.45pm for the “Accounts” part of the AGM, see
TLB69S p2).

The next meeting will be on Monday 28 November in the Great Hall (speaker t.b.a.).

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staft” availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB687 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might
be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

See the newest Sales List in TLB694. The latest from LOTS: is that TLB Extra 1976 is now sold out
of print and RT Memories (Bowden Publishing) is also now out of print.

LOTS London Bus Review 2021 (£14.50) (**NEW?**) A4 glossy, 80 pages, 127 colour pictures with
extensive captions. This is the ORIGINAL annual Review made with about 50 years” experience.
London Bua Magazine No201 Autumn 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features are ‘Bus services on
the Isle of Dogs Partt 1’ (Malc McDonald) and ‘Fifty years of LBM Part 2 (by Editor).

SUP-39C TIL operators fleet allocations and PVRs, 21st May 2022 (£4.50). **recent**
T*Ihe LOTS 2022 Fleetbook, 128 pages and illustrated. (£7.50) **recent**.
LBM 200 Summer 2022 (£5.00) **NEW** Main features ‘Mullany’s Buses’ and ‘Part 1 of a Fifty
years of LBM photo piece’ by the editor (second part will be in LBM 202).
And from other publishers:
Greater London Bus Map 18 December 1940 (second edition) £4.00 (Mike Harris)(**NEW**)
Greater London Bus Map 19 July 1964 (second edition) £4.00 (Mike Harris) (**NEW¥*¥)
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with articles from Commercial Motor, The Daily Chronicle, Old Motor and the London Historical

research Group of The Omnibus Society. 80pp. **NEW**

Around Waltham Forest by Bus, Tram & Train — Historical local scenes over 200 years by
Roger Torode. Published by LHRG. £15.00. 120 pages (It’s described as the transport story of
Waltham Forest). **recent**

The London Q by Ken Blacker £25.00. 128 pages. (Capital Transport ). **recent™ (In late August
we have just 3 copies left, otherwise out of print).

SEC Fleet Book 2022 £8.00 Now includes the Metrobus, Crawley fleet as well. **NEW **

Streets of Birmingham Transport (M. Keeley & R. Torode) £35.00; 166 page companion volume to
their earlier book The Streets and Lanes of Midland Red. (Capital Transport) **NEW **

The London That Never Happened (A. Badsey-Ellis) £19.95; 96 pages of bold but unrealised
proposals for London e.g. an airport at Kings Cross; monorails in central London and to Heathrow
(Capital Transport).

British Trolleybus Systems — London and S. E. England (Peter Waller) £30.00; An historic
overview.136 pages with 250 colour and B & W photos. Pen & Sword Books: **NEW**

Twenty Turbulent Years —The transformation of Britain’s bus industry 1980-2000

By Peter Rowlands and Stewart J. Brown, published by Fawndoon Books £30.00. 144 pages with
almost 300 colour photos **NEW?** The Book looks at the effects of the key changes of that era —
deregulation and privatisation — and illustrates the variety of vehicles and liveries in Britain’s bus

fleets. It also tells of the effects these changes had on British bus manufacturers.

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 03 Sept: Epping Ongar Railway event. EVENT WAS CANCELLED. Unfortunately, TLB696 had
gone to print when notified so it was too late to amend. Our website was updated immediately.

Sat 17 Sept: NLETE’s Enfield Bazaar was cancelled on 9 Sept following The Queen’s death.

Sat 24 Sept: Victoria Coach Station display of vintage coaches.

Sun 25 Sept: The 50th and the last Showbus Rally at Herts show-ground at Redbourn. (NO LSS).

Sat 01 Oct NLETE Transport Bazaar at Theydon Bois Village Hall (close to station), 11:00-15:30, £3
entry (acc. children free).

Sat 01 Oct London route 37 (Peckham & Hounslow) heritage buses. Buses every 15 mins between
Putney Station and Peckham Bus Station, between 10:00 and 17:00. Two feeder services will run
the full route from Hounslow in the morning (departing 09:30 and 10:00) through to Peckham, and
back in the afternoon. The webpage has some background; timetables etc will follow in due course.
https://www.londonbusmuseum.com/RTs-on-route-37

Sun 02 Oct A&DMBS Running Day at Chesham Broadway,

Sat 220ct SEC Meeting at The Shoreham Centre, 2 Pond Road, Shoreham-by-Sea BN43 5WU. Philip
Kirk will talk on The Bus Archive. Open 6pm, talk starts at 6.30pm. 5-min walk from Shoreham
Station or a 2-min walk from the High Street (buses 2 and 700). The Bus Archive began from the
archive of the O/S and holds a vast collection of road transport material The national collection is
at Walsall and the London items are at the LT Museum at Acton. (Suggested £3 donations to attend).

Sun 23 Oct London Bus Museum ‘Transportfest’ at Brooklands.

Fri/Sat 04/05 Nov: Aldenham Transport event at Allum Hall, Elstree 10am-4pm. (LSS both days).

Sat 19 Nov NLETE Transport Bazaar at St Stephen’s Church Hall, Village Road, Enfield (on route 329).
11:00-14:30, £3 entry (acc. children free).

Sat 03 Dec: Ensignbus vintage bus running day. EVENT CANCELLED due to adverse legislation.
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com
National news, TfL and Politics

The main news this month is undoubtedly the sad death of Queen Elizabeth II at Balmoral in
Scotland on 8 September, aged 96. The title Head of State now passes to King Charles 111. The Queen’s
State Funeral is on 19 September at Westminster Abbey, then a burial at St George’s Chapel, Windsor.

The new Prime Minister is Liz Truss who was elected Conservative Party leader by party
members on 5 September, replacing Boris Johnson who resigned in July. Her most urgent task is to
tackle the huge increase in energy prices. This will involve freezing the energy price cap for up to two
years at an estimated cost of up to £100bn. She has also pledged to provide tax cuts to stimulate the
economy, which critics say will mostly benefit the wealthy. The new Secretary of State for Transport
is Anne-Marie Trevelyan, replacing Grant Shapps who resigned, having supported Rishi Sunak for
leader. She is MP for Berwick upon Tweed and had previously been International Trade Secretary.

The outgoing Transport Secretary made three big announcements in his last few days in office.
Firstly, a two-year TfL funding deal between the Government and TfL was agreed on 30 August,
finally bringing to an end a series of short-term deals, often lasting just days or weeks. The new
agreement will last until 31 March 2024. TfL’s passenger income will be guaranteed during this period
and major infrastructure schemes will continue, including new trains for the Piccadilly line and the
DLR, Bank Station upgrade and the Old Street roundabout. The impact on bus services is unclear.
According to the TfL Press release the agreement enables investment to improve bus priority to help
deliver the Bus Action Plan and it helps to avoid large scale cuts to services. However there remains a
gap of £740 million in the TfL budget in 2022/23 and 2024 which suggests further savings will need to
be identified somewhere. The first response to this deal was to enable the announcement of 30 bus
service contract awards detailed in Greater London Route Developments. A further early announcement
was an increase in fares for Underground and Elizabeth line services from Heathrow Airport from 4
September. All journeys involving Zone 1 are now charged at the peak rate at all times.

The second announcement from Mr Shapps was an extension to the Covid Bus Recovery Grant
which provides financial support for operators outside the Capital in recognition of the fact that
passenger numbers have not returned to pre-Covid levels. This support had been due to finish in
October, but it will now continue until 31 March 2023. The announcement came too late to save some
services which had been de-registered with Devon CC and Kent CC particularly hard hit. Operators of
commercial routes and Transport Authorities providing supported services now need to consider what
they can reinstate, perhaps for a few months only.

The third announcement from the DfT on 3 September was for a £2 price cap for single bus
journeys in England outside London to help with the cost of living. There had been much speculation
about this. The scheme is voluntary for bus operators and will last for three months from January to
March 2023. This will make a considerable difference to fares paid for journeys outside the TfL area. A
single journey from Guildford to Kingston Upon Thames on Stagecoach 715 costs £4.20, Tunbridge
Wells to East Grinstead on Metrobus route 291 costs £5.80, or £6.80 through to Crawley, although a
return is £8.10. At Ensignbus, Aveley to Grays is £3.10 on route 22, while crossing the river from
Lakeside to Bluewater on the X80 costs £3.30 single. I would have liked to quote some examples from
Arriva within the former LCBS area, but their unhelpful website doesn’t appear to show single fares.

The next stage of the Elizabeth line opening will occur on 6 November when trains begin to run
from Reading and Heathrow through the central area to Abbey Wood. Trains from Shenfield will run
through the new tunnels to Paddington instead of terminating at Liverpool Street. The frequency of
trains through central London will increase from 12 trains per hour to 22 trains per hour at peak times
and 16 trains per hour off peak and Sunday services will be introduced. TfL says it expects Bond Street
station to open ahead of these changes. The DLR is introducing a revised timetable on 26 September
with increased frequencies which are designed to improve connections with the Elizabeth line services at
Canary Wharf, Custom House and Stratford.
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---- General & Industry news -- e e
Corporate and company news

A UK management buyout has taken place at Abellio. The new UK company is led by Dominic
Booth and is no longer connected to Nederlandse Spoorwegen, the Dutch state-owned railway. Apart
from its London bus contracts, Abellio UK runs four rail franchises, Greater Anglia, Merseyrail, West
Midlands Trains and East Midlands Railway. Completion of the buyout is subject to agreement with
partners and to regulatory consent from the Office for Rail and Road.

Further to TLB 696, HCT group has ceased running buses after 26 August. Its TfL contracts were
transferred to Stagecoach from 27th and Islington local service 8§12 was withdrawn. HCT operations in
Bristol where it traded as Bristol Community Transport stopped running on 2 September with First
taking over route ml the following week. The West of England Combined Authority is looking for
operators to take on other services. The company blamed the closure on the financial impact of the
pandemic and increased fuel and labour costs. HCT (Hackney Community Transport) began in 1982 to
provide services for community groups and local voluntary organisations. Its first TfL contract win was
route 153 in 2001.

Scottish independent McGills has acquired First Scotland East. Four depots and 550 staff plus
over 200 vehicles are involved. The Bright Bus Open Top operation in Edinburgh is included in the
deal. First has faced direct competition from Lothian Country in recent years but Lothian Buses has just
appointed a new Managing Director, so it will be interesting to see what transpires. McGills took over
Explore Dundee from the National Express group in 2020. The company has also gone into partnership
with FlixBus UK to provide coach services between Glasgow and Aberdeen via Stirling and Perth which
started on 8 August.

Other General News

First Bus has ordered 193 electric buses from Wrightbus, in what it claims to be the largest single
order for EV buses outside London. There will be 173 GB Kite Electroliner BEV single deckers and 20
Streetdeck Electroliner double deckers which will be allocated to Leeds, Leicester, Norwich, Portsmouth
and York as a result of successful bids through the Governments ZEBRA scheme. Some of these orders
were originally expected to be built by Arrival but that manufacturer has scaled down its plans to build
buses in the UK and intends to produce just 20 vehicles this year — all battery electric vans.

Switch Mobility has announced a new generation carbon neutral electric bus aimed at the Indian
export market. The AiV 22 is an air-conditioned high floor model which claims a range of 250 km in
urban conditions. Switch already has already received an order for 200 from Mumbai.

Industrial action on the railways continues. Further rail strikes had been called for Thursday
15th and Saturday 17th September but these were cancelled. TSSA members plan to strike on Monday
26 September for 24 hours starting at midday and continuing into Tuesday. Avanti West Coast has
incurred extra problems with services reduced due to a reported shortage of train drivers. Euston to
Manchester services were cut from three trains per hour to one train per hour resulting in strong
criticism from Greater Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham.

There is a new sponsor for the cable car. From October the Emirates Air Line will be sponsored
by technology company IFS for a two-year period. It will become known at the IFS Cloud Cable Car
linking Cloud Greenwich Peninsular with Cloud Royal Docks. The one-way fare remains £5 in advance
or £6 walk on.

The former London Transport Cardinal District Offices at 264 Northfield Avenue, Ealing
(opposite Northfields station) is now a Best Western Hotel which opened on 27th May.







