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LAQIS London Omnibus Traction Society



The conversion of route 248 to LTs from 24th September brings the LT class to its
easternmost extremity at Cranham, almost a stone’s throw from the Essex border.
Formerly with RATP, LT 142 travels down South Street, Romford. (Martin Ruthe)

Stagecoach Enviro200 36368 has been adopted by the City Sightseeing operation. It is
the ‘Green Route Feeder’ providing a shuttle between the British Museum and the
London Eye. (Haydn Davies)
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Front cover: London Bus Museum'’s latest London Running Day was on route 37 on

1st October. The highest RT number numerically is RT 4825. It ran along the 37 a minute
or two apart from the lowest numbered RT 1. Here it is seen on East Dulwich Grove.
(Terry Wong Min)



The London Bus — TLB698 — October 2022 — Page 1

THE LONDON BUS
A The monthly newsletter of the A

Lﬂs London Omnibus Traction Society Lﬂs
™ website at www.lots.org.uk Bl

ISSN 0263-3329

Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> [ finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office at G16 Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Dec2022:
UK rate: £36 MEM+TLB; £56 MEM+TLB+LBM; £29 LBM only.
Europe rate: £48, £68, £39 respectively.  Rest of the World: £55, £75, £49 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors or via my e-mail and it will be
passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please
do NOT use Lombard for TLB items. If it is for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor(@yahoo.co.uk or
write via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in the
following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow time
for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors and
the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via G16 Lombard Business Park. 8
Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address, mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Suspended until further notice.

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare Gifford,
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

LOTS Info Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt, Sevenoaks,TN14 7EP.
Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 7-9 October and due for posting on Tues 18 October.

Closing date for TLB699 is Weds 2nd November and due for posting on Tues 15 November.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 30Nov 2022, 04Jan23.
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LOTS Meetings

LOTS Meetings are at Conway Hall, Holborn at 7.30pm (hall open from 6.30). We are in the Great
Hall unless otherwise stated. Conway Hall authorities currently request that visitors are encouraged to
wear face masks and that those feeling that they have Covid symptoms are asked not to attend.

On Monday 28 November in the Great Hall, we will welcome Andy Corbett, Commercial Director
of RATP-DEV. He had to cancel earlier dates.

Payments for Membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort code
16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem + Sales”
as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership), Unit
G16 Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the
'Postal Sales' or “Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal
Sales orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff’ availability - especially in these
current times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

The most recent Sales List was included with TLB687 but in any case the Sales List on our
website can be used. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if
you send a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might
be when the banks try to process them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

See the newest Sales List in TLB694. The latest from LOTS is that TLB Extras 1974 and 1976 are now
sold out of print (thus 1965 to 1976 out of stock. Furthermore, ‘RT Memories - Capital Service for 40
years’ (Bowden Publishing) and ‘The London Q’ are now out of print and out of stock.

LOTS London Bus Review 2021 (£14.50) (**NEW**) A4 glossy, 80 pages, 127 colour pictures with
extensive captions. This is the ORIGINAL annual Review made with about 50 years” experience.
London Bus Magazine No201 Autumn 2022 (£5.00) **NEW=#** Main features are ‘Bus services on
the Isle of Dogs Partt 1° (Malc McDonald) and ‘Fifty years of LBM Part 2 (by Editor).

SUP-39C TfL operators fleet allocations and PVRs, 21st May 2022 (£4.50). **recent**
The LOTS 2022 Fleetbook, 128 pages and illustrated. (£7.50) **recent**.

And from other publishers:
Greater London Bus Map 18 December 1940 (second edition) £4.00 (Mike Harris)(**NEW**)
Greater London Bus Map 19 July 1964 (second edition) £4.00 (Mike Harris) (**NEW*¥*)
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London Transport Country Buses Part 2 North (£40.00) by Laurie Akehurst, 184 pages, Peter
Mitchell’s photos (1949 to 1975). published by Adam Gordon. **NEW**

The London Dennis Dart and Dart SLF (£35.00) A history by David Beddall, 208 pages
published by Pen & Sword Books. **NEW**

London’s First Motor Buses (£16.95) (Capital Transport) — an album compiled by Mick Webber,
with articles from Commercial Motor, The Daily Chronicle, Old Motor and the London Historical
research Group of The Omnibus Society. 80pp. **NEW#**

Around Waltham Forest by Bus, Tram & Train — Historical local scenes over 200 years by
Roger Torode. Published by LHRG. £15.00. 120 pages (It’s described as the transport story of
Waltham Forest). **recent**

SEC Fleet Book 2022 £8.00 Now includes the Metrobus, Crawley fleet as well. **NEW**

Streets of Birmingham Transport (M. Keeley & R. Torode) £35.00; 166 page companion volume to
their earlier book The Streets and Lanes of Midland Red. (Capital Transport) **NEW**

The London That Never Happened (A. Badsey-Ellis) £19.95; 96 pages of bold but unrealised
proposals for London e.g. an airport at Kings Cross; monorails in central London and to Heathrow
(Capital Transport).

British Trolleybus Systems — London and S. E. England (Peter Waller) £30.00; An historic
overview.136 pages with 250 colour and B & W photos. Pen & Sword Books: **NEW**

Twenty Turbulent Years —The transformation of Britain’s bus industry 1980-2000

By Peter Rowlands and Stewart J. Brown, published by Fawndoon Books £30.00. 144 pages with
almost 300 colour photos **NEW** The Book looks at the effects of the key changes of that era —
deregulation and privatisation — and illustrates the variety of vehicles and liveries in Britain’s bus

[leets. It also tells of the effects these changes had on British bus manufacturers.

Coming Events
All events are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions at the time. Events that seem likely to go ahead
are below, although you should check before travelling. (LSS= LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sat 220ct SEC Meeting at The Shoreham Centre, 2 Pond Road, Shoreham-by-Sea BN43 5WU. Philip
Kirk will talk on The Bus Archive. Open 6pm, talk starts at 6.30pm. 5-min walk from Shoreham
Station or a 2-min walk from the High Street (buses 2 and 700). The Bus Archive began from the
archive of the O/S and holds a vast collection of road transport material The national collection is
at Walsall and the London items are at the LT Museum at Acton. (Suggested £3 donations to attend).

Sun 23 Oct London Bus Museum ‘Transportfest” at Brooklands.

Fri/Sat 04/05 Nov: Aldenham Transport event at Allum Hall, Elstree on Fri (12 noon to 18:00) and Sat
(10:00 to 16:00). (LSS both days).

Sat 19 Nov NLETE Transport Bazaar at St Stephen’s Church Hall, Village Road, Enfield (on route 329).
11:00-14:30, £3 entry (acc. children free).

Sun 20 Nov: A Running Day is planned over former routes from Hendon (AE) Garage (closed June
1987) . A timetable is on our website although subject to change nearer the time. Routes covered are
13 Swiss Cottage & Hendon (AE) Garage (site of); 32 Brent Green- AE- Edgware; 140 Brent
Green- AE- Queensbury; 183 Golders Green & Kingsbury; N59 St John’s Wood- AE and Hendon
Central.

Sat 03 Dec: After all, the Ensignbus vintage bus running day is NOT cancelled.
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com
National news, TfL and Politics

The funeral of Queen Elizabeth II took place on 19 September following a period where her coftin
laid in state in Westminster Hall. At times the public queue stretched for over five miles along the south
side of the Thames, finishing in Southwark Park. Massive crowds lined the post funeral road procession
from Westminster Abbey to Windsor.

Newly appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer Kwasi Kwarteng presented a ‘mini budget’ on 23
September. This proved highly controversial. Financial markets reacted immediately with big falls and
mortgage rates increased substantially. There were accusations that the richest people would benefit
most from lower taxes. Subsequent opinion polls gave a big lead to the Labour party. Some of the
Chancellor’s proposals were later modified.

Transport for London Commissioner Andy Byford has resigned unexpectedly after two and a half
years in the job. He will leave at the end of October. Andy Byford joined TfL in June 2020 during the
Covid pandemic. Amongst his achievements, Crossrail/The Elizabeth line was opened in May this year
and has been running very reliably. A medium-term financial deal was eventually concluded with the
outgoing secretary of state for Transport Grant Shapps. A few days before his resignation announcement
TfL had successfully handled arrangements for the Queen’s funeral which was one of its busiest days in
central London since the London Olympics in 2012.

Andy Byford made it clear he was leaving for personal reasons to live in the United States with his
wife and not due to difficulties with the Mayor or the Government. During his previous role in New
York he had been very outspoken about his disagreements with politicians. London Mayor Sadiq Khan
praised Andy for his hard work and dedication. TfL’s Chief Operating Officer Andy Lord will take on
the role of Commissioner on an interim basis. The outgoing Commissioner confirmed that Elizabeth
line trains will stop at Bond Street from 24 October.

TfL has announced that over five million journeys were made on the Northern line extension to
Nine Elms and Battersea Power Station during its first year. On this basis it is predicted that usage could
increase to ten million by 2024/25.

Rail strikes continue. On 1st October, the RMT, ASLEF and TSSA were all on strike although a
few trains ran on some main lines, as they did on previous RMT strike days. London Overground
services were all suspended. A further stoppage by ASLEF took place on 5 October affecting 13 train
operating companies and London Overground while the RMT members were striking again on Saturday
8 October affecting some London Overground services. The New Secretary of State for transport, Anne-
Marie Trevelyan held initial talks with union leaders, which were described by RMT Leader Mick
Lynch as a ‘good start’. Her predecessor Grant Shapps had refused to meet union representatives.
Baroness Vere has been reappointed as Transport minister with responsibility for buses and coaches.

Corporate and company news

The pay dispute with Arriva drivers in London, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire
has been settled but it continues in Kent, affecting Northfleet, Tunbridge Wells, Gillingham and
Maidstone garages. Arriva London drivers had threatened continuous strike action from 4 October but
that did not materialise.

First Bus has ordered more electric buses. Following the order announced last month for 193
electric buses from Wrightbus for operations in England, there will be a further 74 for Scottish fleets.
This time they will be a mixture of single deckers, with none from Wrightbus. There will be 50 Enviro
200EVs for Glasgow and 24 Yutong E12 buses for Aberdeen. These buses are funded through the
Scottish Zero Emission Bus Challenge. Along with earlier deliveries they will result in 50% of the First
Glasgow fleet and 40% of the First Aberdeen fleet being zero emission buses. In York, First plans to re-
power 12 electric Optare Versas dating from 2014 by removing the existing electric driveline and
replacing it with its own zero emission drivetrain. The work will be carried out by Equipmake with the
aim to extend the range and lifespan of the vehicles.
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---- General & Industry news

Stagecoach is making cutbacks in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, with plans to withdraw 18

commercial services on 30 October. The company claims that on average the routes involved have been

losing £12 per passenger per journey. Stephensons of Essex has registered a partial replacement for

route 12 between Cambridge and Newmarket which will maintain a similar frequency to the
discontinued Stagecoach service.

Other Generai News

Traditional Routemaster operation is due to return to the Capital. Route A will be operated by the
Transphora group (as Londoner Buses) between Waterloo and Piccadilly Circus (in due course on to
Green Park) daily from 15 October, running approx 09:00 to 17:00. The service will have a flat fare of
£5 for all day hop-on hop-off travel. It is reported that the service gained an exemption from legal
requirements to provide disabled access.

Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) has ordered 50 Enviro City EV for the regulated Bee
Network which is due to start in September 2023. They will carry a new yellow livery similar to
Metrolink trams. The buses will operate in Bolton and Wigan which are the areas where franchising will
be introduced in the first stage. Nine operators have placed 33 bids for the first 11 franchising contracts
that TfGM will award. A further 300 zero emission buses are expected between 2024 and 2027 with
funding from the City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement.

Pelican Bus plans to introduce a Yutong battery electric double decker in 2023. A 10.9 metre
example has been constructed and is currently under test in China where the company already has
electric double deckers. A separate bus for the UK market will be built later which will share the
driveline with existing Yutong E10 and E12 single deckers.

Transdev will withdraw its City Zap brand when it ends its premium express service between
Leeds and York on 19 November. Usage failed to recover beyond 50% of pre pandemic levels meaning
the service is no longer viable. The high specification buses will be transferred other services.

HCT group finally ceased trading on 23 September when Liberty Bus in Jersey and CT Plus in
Guernsey were sold to Tower Transit. Brighton based Community Interest Company The Big Lemon
has taken on four HCT services previously operated by Bristol Community Transport.

David Cutts is to become Managing Director of Go-Ahead London from January replacing John
Traynor who is retiring. Mr Cutts began his career as a management trainee at London Buses and he
has held several positions in London, Manchester and Singapore. John Traynor will retain a position
within the group’s Executive Committee where he will take responsibility for strategic oversight of Go-
Ahead businesses in London, Ireland and Sweden.

The last ex London bendy buses with Brighton & Hove are likely to be withdrawn by the end of
October. Just six remained in service at the start of the month on route 25 between the City Centre (Old
Steine) and the Universities at Falmer. The company says it will announce the last day to enable
enthusiasts to take a final ride.

Lewes Bus Station closed on 15 September. It was built in 1954 by Southdown but its condition
deteriorated after Stagecoach closed the adjacent garage and sold the land to a property developer in
2005. Buses now have to use cramped on-street facilities which are less than satisfactory. It is unclear
whether a replacement bus station will ever be built.

Finally, I am grateful to ‘Wattonatstone” on London’s Transport Group for a reminder that it is 50
years since the first minibus routes began in London. The W9 between Enfield Town and Southgate
Station was the first to appear, on 9 September 1972, followed by the P4 Brixton to Brockley Rise on 30
September. The C11 from Archway Station to Cricklewood Broadway began on 14 October and the Bl
Bromley North to Eltham started one week later. All were initially operated by 16-seat FS class Ford
Transit minibuses.

The northbound coach stop at Liverpool Street Station is still showing that Green Line route 720
towards Stansted Airport stops there, even though the route never actually started running as planned in
April 2020, noted on 23/09/22.







