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When the 507/521 were withdrawn from 29 April, the 59 and 133 were rerouted to
Holborn, replacing each end of the 521. LT 716 in High Holborn en-route to Smithfield,
has come from Waterloo. (Haydn Davies)

Wrightbus Electroliners are now converting Arriva route 307 between Brimsdown and
Barnet Hospital. On 23rd June ES 10 is pictured in Cecil Road, Enfield. More are due for
Arriva 64 and 417 in the South. (Russell Young)

Front cover: Route X26, destined to become part of ‘Superloop’, is now promoting itself
on its dedicated fleet of Volvo B9TLs with emphasis on the present single fare in Greater
London. WVL 339 is at Hatton Cross. (Haydn Davies)
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Lm London Omnibus Traction Society Lm

A\ 4 website at www.lots.org.uk
ISSN 0263-3329

Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> I finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office at the Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Dec2022:
UK rate: £36 MEM+TLB; £56 MEM+TLB+LBM; £29 LBM only.
Europe rate: £48, £68, £39 respectively.  Rest of the World: £55, £75, £49 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors or via my e-mail and it will be
passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please
do NOT use Lombard for TLB items. If it is for the LBM Editor, e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or
write via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in
the following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow
time for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors
and the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise, it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via: Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt,
Sevenoaks,TN14 7EP. Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare
Gifford, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add
s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 6-8 July and due for posting on Tues 18th July..
Closing date for TLB708 is Weds 2nd August for posting on Tues 15th August.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays, 06Sep, 04Oct, 01Nov, 29Nov2023.
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LOTS Meetings

We now meet at The Gallery at 77 Cowecross Street, Farringdon. It is 3-mins walk from
Farringdon Station (Met/H&C/Circle lines, Thameslink plus Elizabeth line). We shall start and end
earlier than at Conway Hall as the venue is locked at 9pm. Doors open at 6pm for a 6.30pm start.
Variable as necessary but time is allowed for Q&As and the Sales Stand. Booked dates are Mondays

with speakers on 25Sept, 20Nov. The 25Sept meeting is a presentation -’London Country 1974 to
1979’ by Jeff Tucker.

Exit from Farringdon Station (Met side) Tumn east (left) and go up Cowcross Street until you
reach the Leon restaurant. Opposite, go through the gated archway, cross the cobbled courtyard to the
far right corner and go down the stairs to the basement meeting room known as '"The Gallery”.

Coming Events (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand should attend).

Sun.23 July: A&D MBS’s Beaconsfield Running Day.

Sun. 30 July: Bus Rally on Worthing Sea Front (west end).(LSS)

Sun. 6 August: Gosport Bus Rally, at Stokes Bay.

Sun, 13 August: A&D MBS’s Oxted Running Day

Sat. 19 August: The annual pilgrimage with Routemasters to Imber near Warminster, Wiltshire.
Sun. 3 Sept: ‘Buses’ magazine’s Festival at Sywell Aerodrome, Northants.

Sat. 9 Sept: Oxford Open Doors; Oxford Museum buses in service in City Centre.

Sat 16 Sept: London Bus Museum’s Running Day on London route 38 (Victoria & Clapton).
Thur/Fri 21.22 Sept: LT Museum at Acton Depot ( LSS)

Sat. 23 Sept: Go-Ahead open day at Orpington Garage (LSS)

Sun.24 Sept: Amberley Museum (West Sussex) Autumn Bus Show.

Sun. 1 October: A&D MBS’s Running Day from Chesham Broadway.

Payments for membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort
code 16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem +
Sales™ as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership) at
,Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the 'Postal
Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal Sales
orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff” availability - especially in these current
times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.
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A new Sales List was included with TLB705 and this is also on our website. Orders from the
Sales List or a letter is perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if you send a cheque, please don’t
staple cheques to the form — they really won’t get lost by us but might be when the banks try to process
them electronically!

LOTS Postal Sales

Two titles that we have been notified as being out of print:-

London Underground Station Encyclopaedia, (Capital Transport); and
London Country Vehicle Memories (Bowden Publishing).

The Newest Items:

LOTS Fleetbook 2023 £8.00

LOTS SUP 24] Service Vehicles - current fleet April 2023 £5.00

LOTS LBM London Bus Magazine No.204 Summer 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are :

Thamesmead half a century on (Malc McDonald) and Roving round the airfields (Graham Burnell).
**NEW**

LOTS LBM - London Bus Magazine No.203 Spring 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are :

LT service vehicles in the 21st Century (Tom Young); Fifty years of LBM: A personal perspective
(Tony Wilson); Modern destination blinds by McKenna Brothers (Bob Williamson)

LOTS London Bus Review 2021 (£14.50) A4 glossy, 80 pages, 127 colour pictures with extensive
captions. This is the ORIGINAL annual Review made with about 50 years’ experience.

New maps from Mike Harris: Greater London Bus Map No. 40 - 29/4/2023 £2.00

and Greater London Night Bus Map - 29/4/2023 £4.00
2023 Stagecoach Fleet Book Andrew Woolhouse Woolybus £19.50
Garage History File — Romford 144 pages, including 30 photos. It details all vehicle movements at NS
in its 70 years of operation, by Andrew Woolhouse Woolybus £18.00
Trolleybuses in West Central London published by Adam Gordon £34.50. This edition covers the
routes that emanated from Moorgate, Tottenham Court Road and Holborn Circus; 192 pages with 430
photos in B & W and 21 in colour, plus a wiring map.
**NEW** London’s Advert Buses by Matthew Wharmby. £16.99 published by Key Publishing. 230
colour photos - soft back.

From Capital Transport:
**NEW** Town & City Buses by Stewart J. Brown and Kevin McCormack. £35.00 , 160 pages, with
over 200 colour photos from around the UK from the 1960s to 1985.
A London Busman’s Career — 1946-1972 by Laurie Akehurst £19.95
Tube Trivia —new 2023 edition by Andrew Emmerson £4.95
Design on the Elizabeth Line £19.95; edited by James Whiting.

From Pen & Sword: Last Years of the RM by Matthew Wharmby £25.00
From S.E.C.: Southdown Fleet History Part 34 1969 £7.00 and Southdown Fleet History Part 35 1969
£7.00. (Both books cover the assumption by Southdown of the Brighton Hove & District Fleet on 1
January 1969).
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GENERAL AND INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com

National news, TfL and Politics

I am sometimes asked why I include national events here, some of which do not appear to be
directly relevant to buses and the issue was raised at the LOTS AGM. The first reason is that the first
section of TLB sets the scene; many readers keep their copies for reference and look back to it to find
out what was happening in previous times. Secondly, buses are political, especially in London where
they have always been controlled by local or central Government. Major events like Brexit, Covid,
elections and political leadership changes have all affected TfL to a degree, especially when it comes to
funding. The first paragraph of this section is one small element of a journal with 36 or more pages, so
those who don’t like this part can easily skip it. That said, national politics has been relatively quiet
lately so there are no major political events to report this month!

TfL has restarted work to design tunnels for a Bakerloo extension to Lewisham in order to be
able to enter into discussions with developers along the proposed route through Southwark and
Lewisham Boroughs. Government approval to safeguard the route via Old Kent Road and New Cross
Gate was given in 2021 and there is an option to extend the line further from Lewisham to Hayes over
the existing national rail line. Some older members will remember the Hayes extension being part of a
proposal for the Fleet line to Lewisham in the 1970s.

TfL has launched a limited edition Oyster card to commemorate 20 years since the introduction
of the first Oyster card on 30 June 2003. The cards will be available from all ticket machines at
Underground stations within zone 1 as well as Visitor Centres and selected Oyster Ticket Stops in
Central London.

Opposition to ULEZ in outer London continues with a High Court hearing held on 4 July
following representations from the London Boroughs of Bexley, Bromley and Hillingdon and Surrey
County Council. The outcome is awaited.

Eleven new trains have been ordered for DLR services. These will be funded through the
Department for Levelling up, Housing and Communities and will bring the total number of new trains
due to be delivered between 2024 and 2026 to 54, increasing capacity on the network by 60%. Plans to
extend the DLR network from Gallions Reach to Thamesmead are being progressed and TfL has
prepared a Strategic Outline Case to the Government. This would involve new stations at Beckton
Riverside and at Thamesmead town centre. A bus rapid transit scheme is also proposed using dedicated
infrastructure between Woolwich and Abbey Wood via Thamesmead to improve local connectivity and
links with the Elizabeth line.

New national rail strikes have been announced by the RMT union for 20th, 22nd and 29th July
while the ASLEF union called an overtime ban between 3™ and 8" July. A consultation is taking place
over plans to close hundreds of ticket offices at stations on the National Rail network. This follows the
failure of negotiations between the Rail Delivery Group (RDG), which represents train companies and
the RMT union. The RDG says only 12% of tickets are sold at ticket offices, compared with 85% in
1995 and staff would be better employed in other roles on stations. If the closures proceed, they would
be phased over three years. Comments on the proposals should be sent to London Travelwatch or to
Transport Focus by 26th July.
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------- General & Industry News

Corporate and company news

The National Express Group is expanding its UK coach operations. There will be new routes
between Luton Airport and Portsmouth via London, a daily overnight service between Blackpool and
London via Manchester and Northampton to London via Milton Keynes. The existing A2 and A5
services linking London with Luton and Stansted airports are substantially increased. National Express
is also launching a new service between Dublin and Belfast with 16 departures each day.

Stagecoach has won the second major franchising tranche in Greater Manchester which covers
depots in Middleton, Oldham and Queens Road. Stagecoach already operates out of Middleton but
Oldham is a First garage and Queens Road is a Go Ahead garage. Smaller contracts have been awarded
to Rotala owned Diamond Bus North West and to First. A total of 87 routes are involved and the new
contracts will start in March 2024.

First Group has announced a strong set of financial results with increased passenger numbers
and revenue from its bus services for the year ended 25 March 2023. During the year First acquired
Ensignbus but disposed of its Southampton and First Scotland East operations.

Go Ahead has been awarded a 15 year contract worth £110 million from Kent County Council to
take over the Fastrack service from Arriva in the Dartford, Bluewater, Ebbsfleet and Gravesend areas.
Go Ahead London will operate services from November 2024 and hopes to use a fleet of 28 Irizar ie
trams similar to those being introduced on TfL route 358.

Other General News

Metrobus formally launched its fleet of 20 Wrightbus GB Kite Hydroliners on 29 June at a
ceremony at its Crawley garage attended by Transport Minister Richard Holden, Go Ahead and
Wrightbus executives and local stakeholders. It was confirmed that Wrightbus would be supplying a
further 34 hydrogen fuel cell buses for the company. At the launch the Minister announced that the
Department for Transport is expected to confirm an end date for the sale of all new non-zero emission
buses soon, this is likely to be between 2025 and 2032.

Brighton & Hove Buses is abandoning its long established red and cream livery in favour of teal
and aqua colours. The company is expanding its operations in East Sussex this month, with new or
extended routes from Brighton to Eastbourne via Lewes and Hailsham (route 28) and from Brighton to
Heathfield via Lewes and Uckfield. (new route 29A). Both are funded through East Sussex County
Council’s Bus Service Improvement Plan for three years.

Merseyside independent People’s Bus has been sold to Stagecoach. People’s Bus was founded in
2001. It had 23 vehicles which will move to the Stagecoach depot at Gillmoss.

Two new battery electric products from Yutong are the E9L electric with full width front door.
Its previous 9 metre long model had a short front overhang with a single width front door and a centre
door. Also new is the U11DD double decker. This is a fully integral bus and two demonstrators are
expected to be available in the UK from September.

Flixbus is starting two new services from England to Amsterdam. One will start in Leeds and
will be operated by Whippet Coaches while the other will start in Bristol, operated by Turners Coaches.
In the UK, Flixbus is extending its London to Plymouth service to Penzance and Newquay for the
summer season and there are plans for an overnight service between Aberdeen and London.

Reading Buses is dropping its Green Line brand in favour of London Line and Flight Line on its
new ADL 400 double deckers although they will continue to be branded in Green colour scheme.
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GREATER LONDON AREA - Route Developments
Section Editor: Stephen Floyd, 4 Tumnpike Gardens, Bedford, MK42 0AJ, e-mail to
stevefloyd1959@gmail.com  This section covers local TfL bus services within the Greater
London County boundary. Fuller detail of any commercial or county services that enter the
Greater London County from outside will be in the Country Area Route Developments
section that follows this section in TLB. Night services are indicated by e.g. =24 night only
or 24/= day and night (24 hour) services.

LONDON BUSES - TENDERED ROUTES UPDATE

Starting with a correction, new route S2 awarded last month. This will operate between Epsom Town
Centre and St Helier Station, via the current Route 470 (Epsom to Sutton) then via the current route S4
(Sutton to St Helier) and not as stated.

Routes 101, 120, 167, 195, 238/=, 262, 362, 396, 439, 462, 473, E6 and E11 from tranches 863 A, 864,
871, 874 and 877 awarded starting on 2nd March 2024 (101, 238/=, 439), 9th March 2024 (167),

23rd March 2024 (362, 462), 30th March 2024 (262, 396, 473) 13th April 2024 (195),

25th May 2024 (E6, E11) and 22nd June 2024 (120).

Routes 120, 167, 195, 238/=, 362, 462 and E11 are for 6 years;
Routes 101, 262, 396, 439, 473 and E6 are for 7 years.

101 Retained by Go-Ahead Blue Triangle using new electric double-deck vehicles (pvr 10 to 9).

120 Retained by Metroline Travel using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles (pvr 17).

167 Retained by Stagecoach East London using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 7).

195 Retained by Abellio using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 15 to 16).

238/= Retained by Stagecoach East London using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles (pvr 12).

262 Awarded to Go-Ahead Blue Triangle using new electric double-deck vehicles. Currently
operated by Stagecoach East London (ex Tower Transit) from Lea Interchange (LI) (pvr 10).

362 Retained by Stagecoach East London using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 3).

396 Retained by Go-Ahead Blue Triangle using new electric single-deck vehicles (pvr 4).

439 New Route (Whyteleafe Station & Kenley Station) part of the Croydon/Sutton consultation,
awarded to Go-Ahead Metrobus using new electric single-deck vehicles (pvr TBC).

462 Retained by Stagecoach East London using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 8).

473 Awarded to Go-Ahead Blue Triangle using new electric double-deck vehicles. Currently
operated by Stagecoach East London (ex Tower Transit) from Lea Interchange (LI) (pvr 9).

E6  Awarded to Abellio using new electric single-deck vehicles. Currently operated by Metroline
West from Greenford (G) garage (pvr 11).

E11 Retained by Abellio using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 5).

The rest of the 2023/24 tendering programme is now as follows:

Tranche No. Routes out on offer (with current operators) 2-year extensions
and start dates granted

#862 (02/24) Trancheeanieelled. ..o svmmavnnnmmnsmeressa 43/=, 134/=
#862C (02/24) 242/N242 (ArrivaLN) ..ooviiiiiiiiiieeeee e, --
#864 (2-3/24)  277/N277 (S’ch East London) ...........ccccovvvininnn... --
#8044 (224) 283 (LondonUnited) «.wwassmmssmnsmmssssssmssessase --
#865 (3/24) 379 (GA LotidofiiGeneral) «.ccovessvonmmnmermms -
#865A (2-3/24) W12, W13 (S’ch ex HCT Group),
W 14 (Sochyex L. Transit).. .ummmsemsmsssmsomsmesssviorssn --
#866 (03/24) 20 (S’ch ex HCT Group), 58 (S’ch ex T.Transit),
97,215 (S’ch East London) ............oovvvviinunnnnn.. .. 123/=, 158/=, 275
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#867 (03/24) 393 (Metroline Travel) osnsnansannenmins -
#868 (03/24) Tranche cancelled..............ooviiiiiiiiiiiiinn, -
#869 (03/24) 113/N113 (Metroling: TIavel) o wicissssnsommmsnmmanne 317

The amended 2024/25 tendering programme is now as follows:-

(Note that tranches #878 onwards are unchanged and are as in TLB706).
Tranche No. Routes out on offer (with current operators) 2-year extensions
and start dates granted
#8:721(0424) B3 (LondomUnfted) ... ocsvommmimmesenssesmmmsmsomnssesne -
#872A-(04/24) 306 (Meétroline Travel) . coussnsmsmansensemssvvanons -
#873 (4-5/24) 464 (Abellio), 689 (ArrivaLS) ........ccoiviiiiiniinnnn. -
#873A (03/24) X26 (Go-Ahead Metrobus) ..........cccvvviiiiiiiininnn... -
#874 (06/24) E3 (LondonLmted) «..cwsmmviamannmvinmsnamansaamm --
#875 (04/24)  Ul, U2, U3, U4 (Metroline West) ...........cc.eeuennnee. -
#876 (04/24) 236 (S,ch ex T.Transit), 394 (S’ch ex HCT Group) .... --
#877 (04/24) 110 (London United) .......c.ovviviniiiiiiiiiieeiiineenen --

ROUTE AND SERVICE CHANGES
Saturday 6th May: As in TLB706.

Saturday 13th May 2023: As in TLB706.
Saturday 20th May 2023: As in TLB706.

Saturday 27th May 2023: As in TLB706, additionally:
337 (Go-Ahead London General-AF) (Richmond, Bus Station & Clapham Junction, Northcote)
LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years. (see also Ist July, below).

Sunday 28th May 2023: As in TLB706.

Saturday 3rd June 2023:

386 (Go-Ahead London Central-MG) (Woolwich High Street & Blackheath Village, Royal Parade)
LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

456 (Go-Ahead London General-NP) (North Middlesex Hospital & Crews Hill, Golf Ride) Revised
Daily timetables for reliability.

491 (Metroline Travel-PB) (Waltham Cross, Bus Station & North Middlesex Hospital) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

W15 (Go-Ahead London General-NP) (Cogan Avenue Estate & Hackney, Town Hall) Revised Daily
timetables for reliability.

PVR Changes from 3rd June 2023:

Go-Ahead London Central: 386 No change to PVRs;
Go-Ahead London General: 486, W15 No change to PVRs;
Metroline Travel: 491 No change to PVRs.

Saturday 10th June 2023:

30  (Metroline Travel-KC) (Hackney Wick, Chapman Road & Marble Arch) Re-allocated to
Holloway (HT) garage, with King’s Cross (KC) garage “mothballed”.

231 (Metroline Travel-PB) (Turnpike Lane Station & Enfield Chase Station) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

268 (Metroline Travel-W) (Golders Green Station & Finchley Road, Sainsbury’s) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

274 (Metroline Travel-KC) (Islington, Angel & Lancaster Gate) Re-allocated to Holloway (HT)
garage, with King’s Cross (KC) garage “mothballed”.
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Saturday 10th June, continue:

327

631
H2
H3

(Sullivan-SM) (Waltham Cross Bus Station & Elsinge Estate, circular, M-S) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

(Metroline Travel-W) (Golders Green Station & Henrietta Barnett School, SDO) and

(Metroline Travel-W) (Golders Green Station & Hampstead Garden Suburb, circular) and
(Metroline Travel-W) (Golders Green Station & The Bishops Avenue, circular Mo-Sa) LBSL
(QC) combined contract extended for 2 years.

PVR Changes from 10th June 2023:

Metroline Travel: 30 to 19/18/15 #HT301+, 274 to 13/14/14 #HT331+;
No change to 231, 268, 631, H2 and H3 PVRs;
Sullivan Buses: No change to PVRs.

Saturday 24th June 2023:

26  (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Hackney Wick, Eastway & Victoria Station) and

N26 (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Chingford Station & Victoria Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing AD E40H Enviro400H double-deck vehicles.

30  (Metroline Travel-HT) (Hackney Wick, Chapman Road & Marble Arch) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

46  (Metroline Travel-HT) (Paddington Station & St.Bartholomew’s Hospital) LBSL (QC) contract
extended for 2 years.

53 (Stagecoach Selkent-PD) (County Hall & Plumstead Station) Revised daily timetables for
running time, the contract timetable introduced early. (see also 22nd July later).

251 (London Sovereign-BT) (Arnos Grove Station & Edgware Station) Revised daily schedules,
actually the contract schedules introduced early, even though the route is due to be taken over by
Metroline Travel on 2nd September 2023. AM peak frequency reduced from x7'% to x8-9mins,
PM peak reduced from x10 to x12 mins.

274  (Metroline Travel-HT) (Islington, Angel & Lancaster Gate) LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2
years.

322 (Abellio-QB) (Crystal Palace & Clapham Common, Old Town) Revised daily timetables for
running time.

679 (Go-Ahead Blue Triangle-RR) (Woodford Wells, Bancroft School & Goodmayes, Lord Napier,
SDO) PM Journeys starting from Woodford County High School retimed to run 10 minutes later.

H14 (London Sovereign-SO) (Hatch End & Northwick Park Hospital) Revised daily schedules, the
contract schedules being introduced early. Peak frequency reduced from x8-9 to x10 mins.

N15 (Go-Ahead Blue Triangle-DS/RR/Q) (Oxford Circus & Romford Market) Fr-Sa Night service

increased to run every x8mins throughout. No change to weekday service, but the temporary
Camberwell (Q) garage allocation withdrawn.

PVR Changes from 24th June 2023:

Abellio: No change to 322 PVRs;

Go-Ahead Blue Triangle: N15 to 12 Su-Th nights/14 Fr-Sa Nights #DS401+ plus

8 Su-Th nights / 12+ Fr-Sa nights #RR501+ (+2 ex 5 as #RR302/312Fr nights, #RR326, 328Sa nights);
Q allocation withdrawn; 5 to 30*/29%/21 #RR301+ *N15 FrSa nights, no change to 679 PVRs;

London Sovereign: 251 to 13/11/6 #BT301+; H14 to 7/6/4 #S0O141+;

Metroline Travel: 46 to 19/17/13 #HT351+, no change to 30, 274 PVRs;

Stagecoach East London: No change to 26/N26 PVRs;

Stagecoach Selkent: 53 to 27/25/20 #PD241+;

No change to N53 PVRs, running numbers now as daytime 53.
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----- Greater London Route Devts

Saturday 1st July 2023:

Also, widened schedules on routes 39, 93/= and 493 for Wimbledon Tennis until 16th July, 111 for
Hampton Court Flower Show then for road works on Great Western Road and P4 for road works
in Honor Oak.

57/= (Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Kingston, Fairfield Bus Station & Clapham Park, Atkins
Road) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using a mix of existing hybrid double-deck vehicles.
Actual types to be allocated to be confirmed and with new Ee-class BYD D8UR Enviro400EV
electric double-deck vehicles in due course.

85/= (London United-FW) (Kingston, Kingston Hall Road & Putney Bridge Station) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using existing VH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini hybrid double-
deck vehicles. Re-allocated from Fulwell (FW) to Tolworth (TV).

114 (Metroline West-UX) (Mill Hill Broadway Station & Ruislip Station) Revised daily timetable,
the contract timetable introduced early. (see also 2nd September later).

213/= (Go-Ahead London General-A) (Kingston, Fairfield Bus Station & Sutton Garage) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using new Ee-class BYD D8UR Enviro400EV electric double-deck
vehicles, In practice, this class of buses are already being used on the 213 rather than on the
planned route 151.

216 (London United-WK) (Kingston, Cromwell Road Bus Station & Staines, Bus Station) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using existing DLE-class AD E20D Enviro200 diesel single-deck
vehicles. Re-allocated from Hounslow Heath (WK) to Fulwell (FW).

265 (Putney Bridge Station & Tolworth, Red Lion) LBSL QC contract awarded to Go-Ahead London
General using new SEe-class electric single-deck vehicles from Putney (AF) garage in due
course. Currently operated by London United from Tolworth (TV) garage using DLE-class AD
E20D Enviro200 diesel single-deck vehicles.

337 (Go-Ahead London General-AF) (Richmond, Bus Station & Clapham Junction, Northcote) Re-
allocated from Putney (AF) garage to Stockwell (SW) garage.

643 (East Finchley Cemetery & Brent Cross Shopping Centre, SDO) LBSL (QX) contract awarded to
Uno using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles from Hatfield (HF) garage. Currently operated
by Metroline Travel from Cricklewood (W) garage using a mix of TEH-class AD40H
Enviro400H and VWH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini hybrid double-deck vehicles.

K4  (London United-TV) (Kingston Hospital & Mansfield Park Estate, Mo-Sa) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing SDE-class AD E20D Enviro200 diesel single-deck vehicles.

PVR Changes from Ist July 2023:

Go-Ahead London General: 265 to 12/12/9 #AF261+, 337 to 11/11/9 #SW341+,

no change to 57/= and 213/= PVRs;

London United 85/=to 15/15/11 #TV201+ =85 to 3 each night #TV201+ (same as daytime running
numbers), 216 to 10/9/6 #FW241+, no change to K4 PVRs, 265 withdrawn;

Metroline Travel: 643 withdrawn; Metroline West: 114 to 17/17/13 #UX201+;

Uno 643 to 2/-/- #HF301+.

The planned route changes after our closing date are listed below but may be subject to change.
Saturday 8th July 2023:

Widened timetables for route H91 for roadworks at Chiswick Roundabout.

377 (Arriva London North-E) (Ponders End Garage & Oakwood Station, Mo-Sa) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using new EMN-class Switch MetroCity MC870EV electric single-deck vehicles
in due course.
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Saturday 15th July 2023: The widened timetables for route 422 were re-instated for road works

86
N86

166

607

continuing at Greenwich.

(Stagecoach East London-NS) (Stratford, Bus Station & Romford Station) and

(Stagecoach East London-NS) (Stratford, Bus Station & Harold Hill, Dagnam Park Square)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using new electric double-deck vehicles in due course.

(Arriva London South-TC) (West Croydon & Epsom) Additional shuttle service introduced, Sats
and Suns only, until Sun 27th August between Purley and Banstead. As in previous years, these
are to act as duplicates for the main 166 to cater for visitors to the Mayfield Lavender Farm
situated at the junction of Croydon Lane and Carshalton Road.

(Metroline West-G) (White City, Bus Station & Uxbridge Station, Express) Route renumbered
SL8. London Buses state that “SL8” will be the first route to join the Superloop network of
express bus routes to improve connections and journey times.” This suggests that the other
Superloop routes will be in a common numbering sequence, so we await further details. (For
details of the proposed network, see TLB 704 - Apr 2023 p15-16 also service proposals later).

Monday 17th July 2023: The “all change at Bank” scheme is finally introduced after many months and

N8

26
N26

133

N21

kept on as “long-term temporary diversions” since 2020. Buses currently on diversion (25/N25)
return to normal routeing. Buses will no longer serve Threadneedle Street and the following
routes are now permanently re-routed as follows:

(Stagecoach East London-BW) (Tottenham Court Road & Bow Church) and

(Oxford Circus & Hainault, The Lowe) Rerouted in both directions from Bishopsgate via
Cornhill to and from Bank.

(Stagecoach East London-HK) (Victoria Station & Hackney Wick, Eastway) and

(Victoria Station & Chingford Station) Rerouted in both directions from Bishopsgate via
Cornhill to and from Bank and then Poultry and Queen Street to and from Queen Victoria Street.
(Arriva London South-BN) (Holborn Station & Streatham Station) Rerouted southbound via
Little Britain, Montague Street, Rotunda Roundabout, Aldersgate Street, St Martin's Le Grand,
Cheapside, Poultry, Bank, Lombard Street and King William Street. No change to routeing
towards Holborn.

(Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Trafalgar Square & Bexleyheath, Shopping Centre) Rerouted
in both directions from Bank via Poultry and Queen Street to Queen Victoria Street.

N242 (Arriva London North-CT) (Tottenham Court Road Station & Homerton Hospital) Rerouted in

both directions from Bishopsgate via Comhill to and from Bank.

N550 (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Trafalgar Square & Canning Town Station) Rerouted in both

directions to and from Bank via Poultry and Queen Street to Queen Victoria Street.

NS551 (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Trafalgar Square & Gallions Reach, Shopping Park) Rerouted in

both directions to and from Bishopsgate via Cornhill to and from Bank and then Poultry and
Queen Street to and from Queen Victoria Street.

Saturday 22nd July 2023: Widened timetables for routes 14/=, 22, 37, 39, 74, 93/=, 170, 337, 424, 430

23/=

53
N53

and 493 for Wandsworth Bridge closure until 29th September. Note a couple of routes added and
expected to include routes 49 and 85/=. Additionally, route N28 is expected to be diverted via
Battersea Bridge, with routes 28, 295 and C3 still expected to be curtailed at Sands End, this is
subject to confirmation at time of going to press. Route 434 is widened to every x40 mins
because of works at Purley (see diversions section later).

(London Transit-X) (Westbourne Park Station & Aldwych) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing OME-class Optare MetroDecker MD1050EV electric double-deck vehicles
(Stagecoach Selkent-PD) (County Hall & Plumstead Station) and

(Stagecoach Selkent-PD) (Whitehall & Plumstead Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing hybrid AD40H AD Enviro400H double-deck vehicles.
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Saturday 29th July 2023:

171  (Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Elephant & Castle & Bellingham, Catford Bus Garage)
Revised stand working at Catford bus garage, as buses will no longer be permitted or be able to
turn on the garage forecourt, so amended to run out of service via the Downham Way turning
point in Old Bromley Road to stand on Bromley Road outside Catford bus garage.

349 (Arriva London North-EC) (Stamford Hill, Rookwood Road & Ponders End Garage) Re-
allocated from EC (Edmonton) garage to Enfield (E) garage.

486 (Go-Ahead London Central-BX) (North Greenwich Station & Bexleyheath, Shopping Centre)
Weekend night service restored. So far this is the first restoration of the “Weekend Night Tube”
bus connections.

W6 (Arriva London North-E) (Southgate Station & Edmonton Green) Re-allocated from Enfield (E)
garage to Wood Green (WN) garage.

Saturday 12th August 2023:

S1  (Go-Ahead Metrobus-C) (Lavender Fields & Banstead, Marks & Spencer) re-allocated from
Croydon (C) garage to Goat Road (GM) garage, thus novated from Go-Ahead Metrobus to Go-
Ahead London General.

Saturday 19th August 2023:

164 (Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Wimbledon Station & Sutton Station) Extended daily from
Sutton to Belmont Station via routes 80, 280 via Brighton Road. Note that the route will be re-
routed to terminate at Royal Marsden Hospital at a later date once new facilities have been
completed.

417 (Arriva London South-N) (Clapham Common, Old Town & Crystal Palace) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using new electric ES-class Wrightbus StreetDeck Electroliner double-deck
vehicles in due course.

X26 (Go-Ahead Metrobus-C) (West Croydon, Bus Station & Heathrow Airport Central, express)
Daily daytime frequency increased from x30 to x15 mins.

Saturday 26th August 2023: (or first equivalent school day on school routes)

64/= (Arriva London South-TH) (Thornton Heath Pond & New Addington,Vulcan Way) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using new electric ES-class Wrightbus StreetDeck Electroliner double-deck
vehicles in due course.

605 (Sullivan Buses-SM) (Burnt Oak Station & Totteridge & Whetstone Station SDO) Renewal of
LBSL (QX) contract using existing double-deck vehicles.

612 (Arriva London South-TC) (Selsdon, Farley Road & Wallington County Grammar School SDO)
Renewal of LBSL (QX) contract using new electric ES-class Wrightbus StreetDeck Electroliner
double-deck vehicles in due course.

628 (Kingsbury JFS & Southgate Station, SDO PM journey only via Deansbrook Road) and

653 (Kingsbury JFS & Muswell Hill Broadway, SDO) and

683 (Kingsbury JFS & Friern Barnet, Town Hall, SDO) and

688 (Kingsbury JFS & Southgate Station, SDO) LBSL (QX) contracts awarded to Uno using existing
diesel double-deck vehicles from Hatfield (HF) garage. Currently operated by Sullivan Buses
from South Mimms (SM) garage using a mix of E-class AD40D Enviro400D or DS-class Scania
N230UD Omnicity diesel double-deck vehicles.

Sunday 27th August / BH Monday 28th August 2023:

The Notting Hill Carnival returns so roads will be closed in Ladbroke Grove and Notting Hill areas,
with routes diverted as necessary. Route 52 is usually split into 2 sections as before, route 316 should
be double-decked and route 36X should re-appear and routes 18, 23, 70, 94, 148 and 328 expected to
have some enhancements and to maintain reliability. However, details have not been confirmed and
hopefully will be next month.
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Saturday 2nd September 2023: (or first equivalent school day on school routes)

72
N72

114

203

288
293
303

340

349

626

634

685

H1l

H14

H17

H18
H19

(London United-S) (East Acton, Brunel Road & Hammersmith Bridge, North Side) and

(London United-S) (East Acton, Brunel Road & Roehampton, Bessborough Road) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using existing BE-class electric single-deck vehicles.

(Metroline West-UX) (Mill Hill Broadway Station & Ruislip Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing VWH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-deck
vehicles.

(London United-AV) (Hounslow, Bus Station & Staines, Bus Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing existing VH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 or ADH-class AD40
E40H Enviro 400H hybrid double-deck vehicles, type to be confirmed. Thus converted formally
from MCL-class Mercedes Citaro diesel single-deck vehicles.

(Arnos Grove Station & Edgware Station) LBSL QC contract awarded to Metroline Travel using
new Volvo BZL/MCV electric single-decks in due course. Currently operated by London
Sovereign from Edgware (BT) garage. Schedules were revised on 24th June. (as noted earlier).
(London Sovereign-BT) (Queensbury, Morrisons & Broadfields Estate) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing DE-class diesel single-deck vehicles.

(London United-TV) (Morden Station & Epsom General Hospital) LBSL (QC) contract extended
for 2 years.

(London Sovereign-BT) (Edgware Station & Kingsbury Circle) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing DLE-class diesel single-deck vehicles.

(Edgware Station & Harrow, Bus Station) LBSL QC contract awarded to London Sovereign
using existing VH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-deck vehicles from
Edgware (BT) garage. Currently operated by Arriva London North from Palmers Green (AD)
garage.

(Arriva London North-EC) (Stamford Hill, Rookwood Road & Ponders End Garage) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using existing LT-class NRM-new Routemasters.

(Finchley Central Station & Dame Alice Owen’s School SDO) LBSL (QX) contract awarded to
Metroline Travel using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles from Potters Bar (PB) garage. Type
to be confirmed. Currently operated by Sullivan Buses from South Mimms (SM) garage using a
mix of E-class AD40D Enviro400D or DS-class Scania N230UD Omnicity diesel double-deck
vehicles.

(Metroline Travel-PB) (Barnet, Arkley Hotel & Muswell Hill Broadway, SDO) Renewal of
LBSL (QX) contract using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles, type to be confirmed.

(Arriva London South-TC) (Hamsey Green, Warlingham School & Selsdon, Farley Road SDO,
PM journey only) Renewal of LBSL (QX) contract using existing T-class diesel double-deck
vehicles.

(London Sovereign-SO) (Harrow, Bus Station & Mount Vernon Hospital) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing DLE-class diesel single-deck vehicles.

(London Sovereign-SO) (Hatch End & Northwick Park Hospital) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing VH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-deck vehicles.
Note the frequency was reduced from 24th June (see above).

(Harrow, Bus Station & Wembley Central, Montrose Crescent) LBSL QC contract awarded to
Metroline Travel using existing DEL-class diesel single-deck vehicles. Currently operated by
London United from Park Royal (RP) garage.

(London Sovereign-SO) (Harrow, Bus Station circular via Headstone Lane & Belmont) and
(London Sovereign-SO) (Harrow, Bus Station circular via Belmont & Headstone Lane) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using existing DLE-class diesel single-deck vehicles.

N550 (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Trafalgar Square & Canning Town Station) LBSL (QC) contract

extended for 2 years.

NS51 (Stagecoach East London-HK) (Trafalgar Square & Gallions Reach, Shopping Park) LBSL (QC)

contract extended for 2 years.
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Saturday 8th September 2023:
83  (Metroline Travel-PV) (Golders Green Station & Alperton Station) and
N83 (Metroline Travel-PV) (Golders Green Station & Ealing Hospital) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using new WDE-class Wrightbus StreetDeck Electroliner electric double-deck vehicles.
390/= (Metroline Travel-HT) (Victoria Station & Archway Station) LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2
years.
483 (Metroline Travel-PV) (Harrow, Bus Station & Windmill Park, Three Bridges) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using existing VWH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid
double-deck vehicles.

SERVICE PROPOSALS

A new consultation was issued on 19th June with a closing date of 30th July for routes W12,
W13, W14 and 549 in the Walthamstow and Wanstead area, best explained in reverse order before
you ask! Route 549 (South Woodford Station & Loughton Station, M-S except evenings) is withdrawn
completely (leaving just ‘533" as a 5xx numbered route in London Buses). It is effectively replaced by
re-routing route W14 from South Woodford to follow the existing route 549 to Loughton Station.
Then, from South Woodford Station, the W14 follows the existing W12 route via the ‘Hail & Ride’
section via Charnwood Drive, Colvin Gardens, Elmcroft Avenue, Nightingale Lane, then via
Snaresbrook Station and Snaresbrook Road to terminate at Whipps Cross Interchange for the hospital.
A daily service is promised, at a frequency of hourly; better than the 549 at every x90mins Mo-Sat
except evenings, but a drop from x30 to x60mins on the hail and ride section on the current W12.
Route W13 (Woodford, Horse & Wells & Leytonstone Station) is extended from Leytonstone to
Leyton Asda, via the withdrawn section of route W14 via Leytonstone High Road and Cathall Road.
Frequency on this would be increased from x20 to x15mins Sat daytimes and from x30 to x20mins
Sundays and evenings. Finally, route W12 (Coppermill Lane & Wanstead Station) is extended from
Wanstead High Street to cover for withdrawn section of existing route W14 via Woodford Road,
Hollybush Hill, Woodford Road, South Woodford Station, Chigwell Road to Woodford Bridge. It is
also re-routed at Whipps Cross Hospital to serve Hospital Road rather than James Lane and is also
rerouted away from Walthamstow Village via Church Hill Road. This is “at the request from LB
Waltham Forest to meet public realm aspirations”. Frequency is improved from x30 to x15mins Mon-
Sat daytime and from x30 to x20mins Sundays and evenings.

A new consultation was issued on 28th June with a closing date of 23rd August for route 336 in
the Downham area. Happy memories for me as one of my Nans used to live in Downderry Road, but
many years before it had a bus route! It is proposed that route 336 will be permanently re-routed
southbound via Haddington Road and Oakshade Road instead of part of Whitefoot Lane and
Downderry Road, in fact adopting the “temporary diversion” that has been in operation since 21st
August 2020 for safety reasons. (see TLB673). It is further re-routed southbound from Churchdown
via Shroffield Road to Downham Way. Permanent stops are also proposed in Haddington Road,
Oakshade Road and Shroffield Road, as well as in Canadian Avenue and Brookhowse Road in the
Bellingham area, thus removing Hail & Ride sections in these locations. Several footway modifications
are required and “some speed cushions and tables will be replaced by ‘sinusoildal’ cushions™. I wonder
what the consultees make of that! (I didn’t know either and had to look it up! - they are shallower and
have parabolic vertical humps).

Member Richard has kindly reminded me that there was also a long-term proposal to extend
route 470 from Epsom to Epsom General Hospital, following consultation made in 2019 and subject to
building works at the hospital but later proposals under the Croydon/Sutton changes split the 470 into
two separate routes, this section now being part of the new S2. (Note the correction to the S2 in the
tenders section!) It is not known whether the extension from Epsom to Epsom General Hospital will be
proceeded with on this route. Currently this section is provided by daily route 293, 166 (M-S except
evenings) and schoolday extensions on routes 406 and 467, as well as a few SCC routes.

As noted in service changes above, a surprise decision was taken to renumber route 607 into
the as part of the Superloop routes proposals as SL8, so await the details of the consultations and those
to follow to see what route numbers will evolve in due course.







