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October was Black History Month and this year a suitable wrap was applied to Go-Ahead
Ee 172 and was used on route 40. It is pictured here at a temporary terminal near
Holborn Viaduct. (Haydn Davies)

Back to the 38 on 16 September and RT 4779 was ‘dressed’ to represent the past
period when RTs were helping out on RM routes. With no suitable RT blinds, it displays an

RM side blind. (Haydn Davies)
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Front cover: November is ‘Remembrance’ month and a few buses have been treated to
this commemorative livery. Stagecoach Enviro400H No 12538 is crossing London Bridge

on route 388. (Richard Godfrey)
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Managing Editor: David Stewart, 5 Kathleen Avenue, Wembley, HAO 4JH or e-mail via
<davestewart297@gmail.com> [ finalise the newsletter, deal with the photographs and miscellaneous
items in TLBs such as Society Matters, Appeals & Adverts, notification of Publications and Events.
Our principal services are centred on the LOTS general office at the Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. If you need to contact us, we visit the office
regularly to deal with Membership and Subscriptions (incl. changes of address), TLB/LBM Distribution
and general admin. If using the post to Lombard please mark the envelope "Membership" or
“Distribution” or as appropriate. The E-mail lotsmemsec@gmail.com can be used for quick enquiries
and follow-ups, including for address changes, non-arrival of TLB/LBM and blank or missing pages.
For enquiries about, or, orders to Postal Sales, please E-mail lotspostalsales@gmail.com
Membership and Subscription Information: LOTS MEM/TLB/LBM rates (at 2nd class
postage) include any twelve consecutive issues of TLB, and/or any four consecutive issues of LBM.
Subscriptions may commence in any month of the year. Subscription rates from 01Dec2022:
UK rate: £36 MEM+TLB; £56 MEM+TLB+LBM; £29 LBM only.
Europe rate: £48, £68, £39 respectively. Rest of the World: £55, £75, £49 respectively.

Reports for TLB should first go to individual section sub-editors or via my e-mail and it will be
passed to the appropriate person. The TLB Editors should be addressed direct by e-mail or post - Please
do NOT use Lombard for TLB items. If it is for the LBM Editor, e-mail to Ibm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or
write via the Lombard address, marking envelope for which service or who it is that you want.

Please note TLB closing dates at the foot of page 1, though we can usually include late items in
the following three days if layouts allow it. Production will NOT be delayed for items received too late.

The Editors reserve the right to defer items to achieve page layouts or target dates, or to allow
time for confirmation where appropriate. Every effort is made to ensure factual accuracy but the Editors
and the Society cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact subsequently discovered.

TLB is compiled by the Editors and published by LOTS for the information and personal use of
the members of LOTS, in return for payment of the membership subscription. It is copyright to LOTS,
and the current issue of TLB is for private circulation to LOTS members only. One month after
publication, TLB may be sold to non-members at a premium price. Where relevant to their coverage,
items may be repeated as agreed in fellow publications. Otherwise, it is not permissible to copy
information from TLB or any LOTS publications for any further use or sale, including via the Internet,
without having first received prior permission from the Society via the Managing Editor.

Other specialist services: Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you want a reply.
London Bus Magazine: e-mail to lbm.editor@yahoo.co.uk or write via: Lombard Business Park.
8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ, address mark envelope for 'LBM Editor'

TLB Backnumbers from Charlie Turton, 21 Coleridge Walk, Langney, Eastbourne, BN23 7QJ.

LOTS Members’ Information Service: Andrew Robertson, Curry Farm, Halstead Lane, Knockholt,
Sevenoaks, TN14 7EP. Or e-mail to lots.info@btinternet.com

LOTS Ombudsman: (complaints and problems about LOTS services): David Kemp, 10 Weare
Gifford, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 8AB) (In letters to Info Service and Ombudsman, please add s.a.e.).

Printed by Ludo Press, 18 Wimbledon Stadium Business Centre, Riverside Road, London SW17 0BA
This issue was finalised on 2-5 November and due for posting on Tues 14th November.

Closing date for TLB712 is Weds 29 November and due for posting on Tues 12th December.

Booked later closing dates are Wednesdays 29Nov 2023 (for 712), 06Jan 2024 (for 713).
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LOTS Meetings

We now meet at The Gallery at 77 Cowcross Street, Farringdon. It is 3-mins walk from
Farringdon Station (Met/H&C/Circle lines, Thameslink plus Elizabeth line). Doors open at 6pm for a
6.30pm start.

The Mon20Nov meeting is a presentation by Austin Blackburn of Go Coachhire. (LSS)

Later dates in 2024are Mondays 19Feb, 13May, June (AGM date tba), 30Sep, 18Nov.

Coming Events (LSS=LOTS Sales Stand due to attend).

Sat, 18 November: NLETE Enfield Transport Bazaar, St Stephen’s Church Hall, Village Road, EN1
2EY. Open 11.00-14.30. Admission £3 (acc. children free).

Sun. 19 November: Running Day based on routes from the former Finchley Garage with RT/RM types
on parts of routes 13,125,134,221,263. Details from 0795 652 8474.

Sat. 2 December: Ensignbus vintage bus Running Day.

Looking ahead: London Bus Museum’s major events at Brooklands in 2024 are 14April, 23June,
200ct.

Payments for membership and orders to Postal Sales

You can pay through the banking system if you wish. Our account number is 11725054, sort
code 16-32-45. Please just add your name to the paying-in slip and then send us an e-mail to
lotsmemsec@gmail.com (for membership) or lotspostalsales@gmail.com (for postal sales) with your
name, address and membership number (if known) to tell us what you have subscribed to. Occasionally
we receive payments without any idea as to what they were for.

For anyone wishing to pay for Membership and Sales at the same time, please use “Mem +
Sales™ as the reference on the bank payment in addition to your name / Membership Number. The
‘lotsmemsec’ email address can be used to query membership matters and to query non-arrival of TLB
or LBM, missing or damaged pages. Queries about Postal Sales to the ‘lotspostalsales’ email above.

If you use the post, please address your orders to LOTS Postal Sales (or LOTS Membership) at
,Lombard Business Park. 8 Lombard Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 3TZ. Make sure that the 'Postal
Sales' or ‘Membership’ name is included prominently, so we can give the best attention. Postal Sales
orders will be dealt with as soon as possible, subject to ‘staff” availability - especially in these current
times - but, please still allow the usual 28 days for receipt of your order.

A full Sales List is in this TLB and is also on our website. Orders from the Sales List or a letter is
perfectly acceptable. In all cases above, if you send a cheque, please don’t staple cheques to the form —
they really won’t get lost by us but might be when the banks try to process them electronically!
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LOTS Postal Sales
Included with this TLB is the latest complete Sales List
The Newest LOTS items:
LOTS London Bus Review 2022 (£17.00) A4 glossy, 80 pages, 135 colour pictures with
extensive captions. This is the ORIGINAL annual Review made with about 50 years’ experience.

SUP-45A London Bus Garages, allocations and routes (£5.50). This lists all garages (irrespective of
operator) from A to X. Each has a based fleetlist and a list of routes, types allocated and basic M-F
PVR figures This first edition is dated September, ie to match info in TLB709.

LOTS LBM London Bus Magazine No.205 Autumn 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are: Part 2 of
Malc McDonald’s history of bus services in Thamesmead, and a review of Sunday-only bus services in
the 1960s and 1970s by a new (to LBM) author named Martin Reynolds but being published under his
long-established nom de plume of “Watton™.

LOTS Fleetbook 2023 £8.00)

LOTS SUP 241J Service Vehicles - current fleet Apnl 2023 £5.00

LOTS LBM London Bus Magazine No.204 Summer 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are:

Thamesmead half a century on (Malc McDonald) and Roving round the airfields (Graham Burnell).
LOTS LBM - London Bus Magazine No.203 Spring 2023 £6.00. Principal articles are:

LT service vehicles in the 21st Century (Tom Young); Fifty years of LBM: A personal perspective
(Tony Wilson); Modern destination blinds by McKenna Brothers (Bob Williamson)

Bus maps from Mike Harris: Greater London Bus Map No. 40 - 29/4/2023 £2.00
and Greater London Night Bus Map - 29/4/2023 £4.00

From Capital Transport

London’s Post-War Smaller Classes (STD, TD, G436, RLH, RFW, GS, RW, XA, XF, RC)
entering service between 1946 and 1965 by Ken Blacker. £35.00 Includes over 200 photos.

London Country Busman, 1975-1990 by Matthew Keyte £30.00,

Town & City Buses by Stewart J. Brown and Kevin McCormack. £35.00 , 160 pages, with over
200 colour photos from around the UK from the 1960s to 1985.

Tracks of London’s Trams 1949-1952 by R J Harley. £25.00 published by Heathfield Publishing.
The text tells what it was like to ride on the trams and what it was like to work on them in their final
years. 80 B&W photos and 25 colour photos.

From LRTA:

Bluebird Reborn: The History and Restoration of LCC No. 1. Edited by Lynn Wagstaff. £35.00. The
book tells the story of LCC No. 1 from its inception in 1929, detailing its construction, service in
London and Leeds, time spent in preservation and its recent restoration at National Tramway Museum.

By Mathew Wharmby: London’s Advert Buses by Matthew Wharmby. £16.99 published by Key
Publishing. 230 colour photos - soft back.

From the Southdown Enthusiasts’ Club; SEC Fleet List 2023 £8.00.

Sussex Independents 2023 £6.50; Southdown Fleet & Routes 1969 £8.00

Southdown Fleet History Part 34 1969 £7.00 and Southdown Fleet History Part 35 1969 £7.00.
(Both books cover the assumption by Southdown of the Brighton Hove & District Fleet on 1 January
1969).
Southdown Fleet History Part 36: 1969 (thirty dual-purpose Leopards and the first rear-engine double-
deckers) £7.00 (SEC)
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GENERAL and INDUSTRY NEWS

Section Editor: Andrew Boag, 88 Marine Parade, Brighton BN2 1AJ or by e mail to
andrewj.boag@gmail.com
National news, TfL and Politics

The news has been dominated by events in the Middle East where a war has begun between
Israel and Gaza with considerable loss of lives on both sides. Related events have been controversial
and divisive both here and abroad.

At home, fallout from the Government’s announcement to cancel HS2 north of Birmingham
(TLB 710 refers) has revealed that the section from Old Oak Common to Euston station will be
dependent on private finance and the size of the station at Euston will be scaled back. The Government
was criticised for announcing some replacement transport schemes for the north that have either been
announced before or have already been implemented, including an extension of Manchester Metrolink
to Manchester Airport which opened in 2014! On 23 October the Government announced an extra
£150 million for bus services in the north of England and the Midlands over the next financial year,
using money saved from the HS2 project.

An agreement has been reached to save the One-day Travelcard which was due to be abolished
from 2024 as part of cost saving measures by TfL to meet the Government’s 2022 post Covid funding
deal. This follows negotiations between the Department for Transport, TfL and the Rail Delivery
Group which represents train companies. The One Day Travelcard is a soft card/paper ticket sold as an
add-on which generally benefits passengers travelling to London from outside the Capital. Without it,
passengers would have to pay for individual Pay As You Go journeys using Contactless or Oyster for
TfL services. However, there will be a small increase in the price of Travelcards from March 2024.
This is expected to be around 3% which will be in addition to any general fares increase at the time.
Norman Baker from the Campaign for Better Transport described the climb down as “a great decision
for sustainable transport and the people who use it”.

Despite the Travelcard deal, TfL has a severe budget shortfall, having budgeted for a £132
million increase in costs due to inflation in 2023/25 which, according to the Office for Budget
responsibility, the predicted deficit rose to £400 million. Cost cutting measures have reduced this and a
below inflation fares increase in 2024 will raise a further £98 million. Further savings, increased
passenger numbers and lower inflation could reduce the gap £137 million but the DfT has so far
refused to fill this. Without additional support TfL may have to defer some capital spending and short-
term financing options. Overall passenger journeys have recovered from 85% of pre pandemic levels to
89%. Year on year passenger growth of 6% is predicted following a 31% increase in 2022/23.

Plans to close hundreds of ticket offices in England have been abandoned. Train companies had
said on average only 12% of tickets were now purchased from ticket offices, although this hides large
variations around the country. The proposals had met with huge opposition. Transport Focus and
London Travelwatch received 750,000 objections during a consultation, with particular concerns
expressed by disability groups. It remains to be seen how this decision will affect Government funding
for train companies.

Bus speeds in London have fallen, which will be no surprise to regular bus users. Average bus
speeds dropped from 9.5mph to 9.3mph over the past year. Much of this fall is thought to be a result of
roadworks and The Mayor has launched a £10 million investment in his ‘Infrastructure Co-ordination
service’ to help utility companies to address the issues.

TfL has told Lewisham Council it is considering running Overground services into London Bridge
station. These would replace withdrawn Southern services through Sydenham which has led to
overcrowding on Overground trains. It is envisaged that the additional Overground trains would run
from Crystal Palace to London Bridge but there are several operational issues to overcome before
services could begin.
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No further national rail strikes have been announced at the time of writing, but a DLR strike on 7
& 8 November is currently planned by members of the RMT union. If it goes ahead no services are
expected to run. Beckton depot upgrade for new trains could be delayed after the company contracted
to build additional sidings went into administration.

There are early signs the extended Ultra-Low Emission zone is working. About 77,000 or 45%
fewer non-compliant cars and vans were detected on an average day in September, the first month of
operation compared with June 2023. Only 5% of cars in the newly extended zone were non-compliant
according to a press release from The Mayor’s office.

Corporate and company news

Arriva is being sold. The Group announced on 19 October that Deutsche Bahn (DB) had entered
into agreement with I Squared Capital, which it described as ‘a leading global infrastructure manager’
to purchase the whole of the Arriva Group. The deal is expected to be completed in early 2024 and the
Arriva brand will be retained after the transaction is completed.

National Express Solutions is to close its Clarke’s of London depot at Sydenham and the King’s
Ferry base in Gillingham. National Express parent company Mobico says no changes are proposed to
the two brands at present. At Go Ahead, Chief executive Christian Schreyer is stepping down. He
joined from Transdev in 2021 replacing David Brown. The new CEO is Miguel Angel Parras who joins
from another part of the Go Ahead group.

A surprise order from Stagecoach involves the purchase of 60 diesel powered Solo’s from Switch
for regional services. They will replace earlier Solo’s and will be badged as Optare buses rather than
Switch, which is now reserved for battery electric buses.

Other General News

Alexander Dennis has unveiled its new in-house battery electric range with the Enviro 400EV
double decker and the Enviro 100EV single decker. The double deck is 11.1 metres long and resembles
the classic Enviro 400 MMC more than the E400 City. The vehicles contain no BYD parts, and a
longer battery life is promised with a range of up to 260 miles. A photo from the manufacturer appears
to show more space at the back of the lower deck, addressing the very cramped seating arrangement on
their existing BYD model. The single deck ADL E100EV is 8.5 metres long and 2.35 metres wide with
up to 25 seats and appears to be targeted at operators currently buying from Switch. ADL says orders
for 100 have already been taken for the new models and a deal with a London operator is approaching
completion.

A new Yutong U11DD double decker was launched at the Busworld Europe exhibition in
Brussels in October. A demonstrator is with First South Yorkshire and another is with Newport
Transport, which already runs Yutong single deckers and has ordered two double deckers.

The TfL lost property office has moved to West Ham. Traditionally based at 200 Baker Street, it
relocated to Pelham Street in 2019 while a larger home was found. The new facility is next to West
Ham bus garage and coincides with the opening of the original facility 90 years ago on 30 October
1933. Mobile phones have replaced umbrellas as the most popular item with more than 1,300 phones
returned to their owners over the past year.

Reading Buses introduced tap on tap off on contactless payments on 1 November. The facility is
available on all Reading Buses vehicles and on Thames Valley buses that run into Reading, but not on
Newbury & District services. To promote the launch, the Reading All Bus ticket will be discounted to
£3 from £3.40 within the simply Reading fare zone until 31 December.

A new exhibition at the LT Museum in Covent Garden celebrates 100 years of LT posters. The
Global Poster Gallery is its first permanent gallery dedicated to the history of poster art and design.
More than 110 posters are on display, including ‘no need to ask a policeman’ dating from 1908 which
was the first pictorial poster.
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GREATER LONDON AREA - Route Developments
Section Editor:  Stephen Floyd, 4 Tumpike Gardens, Bedford, MK42 0AJ, e-mail to
stevefloyd1959@gmail.com  This section covers local TfL bus services within the Greater London
County boundary. Fuller detail of any commercial or county services that enter the Greater London
County from outside will be in the Country Area Route Developments section that follows this section
in TLB. Night services are indicated by e.g. =24 night only or 24/= day and night (24 hour) services.

LONDON BUSES - TENDERED ROUTES UPDATE

Routes 50, 130, 131, 194, 201, 250/N250, 255, 280, 289, 314, 320, 410, 663, 689, R68, R70, SL2 and
SL3 from tranches 871A, 871B, 873, 882, 889, 890, 891 and 893 awarded, starting on 13th April 2024
(689), 2nd June 2024 (R68, R70), 20th July 2024 (280), 24th August 2024 (50, 130, 194, 250/N250,
255, 320, 410), 31st August 2024 (289, 314, 663), 28th September 2024 (131) and 5th October 2024
(201).

Routes 50, 131, 194, 250/N250, 255, 280, 289, 314, 320, 663, 689 and R70 are for 7 years,

Routes 130 and 410 are for 6 years and routes 201 and R68 are for 3 years.

Route SL2 has a start date to be confirmed and runs until 27th February 2026;

Route SL3 has a start date to be confirmed and runs until 17th January 2025.

Both Superloop routes have short-term contracts and are assumed to slot in with tender awards with
their parallel routes 123 and 269. TfL say they will start by “Spring 2024”.

See also Service Consultations, later.

50  Retained by Arriva London South using new electric double-deck vehicles. (pvr 15).
130 Retained by Abellio using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 12).
131 Retained by Go-Ahead London General using new electric double-deck vehicles (pvr 21).
194 Retained by Arriva London South using new electric double-deck vehicles. (pvr 14).
201 Retained by Abellio using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 10 to 11).
250/N250 Retained by Arriva London South using new electric double-deck vehicles. (pvr 22).
255 Retained by Arriva London South using new electric single-deck vehicles. (pvr 10 to 9).
280 Retained by Go-Ahead London General using new electric double-deck vehicles (pvr 14).
289 Retained by Arriva London South using new electric double-deck vehicles. (pvr 15).
314 Retained by Stagecoach Selkent using new electric single-deck vehicles (pvr 15 to 16).
320 Retained by Go-Ahead Metrobus using new electric double-deck vehicles (pvr 12 to 13).
410 Retained by Arriva London South using existing diesel single-deck vehicles. (pvr 18).
663 Awarded to Arriva London South using new electric double-deck vehicle.
Currently operated by Go-Ahead Metrobus from Croydon (C) garage (pvr 1).
689 Retained by Arriva London South using new electric double-deck vehicle. (pvr 1).
R68 Retained by Abellio using existing diesel single-deck vehicles (pvr 10).
R70 Retained by Abellio using new electric single-deck vehicles (pvr 11).
SL2 Awarded to Arriva London North using existing hybrid double-deck vehicles.
This is a new route from Walthamstow & North Woolwich. (pvr 16).
SL3 Awarded to Stagecoach Selkent using existing double-deck vehicles, type to be confirmed.
This is a new route from Thamesmead & Bromley North. (pvr 15).

The 2024/25 tendering programme is now as follows:-

Tranche No. Routes out on offer (with current operators) 2-year extensions
and start dates granted

#871C (3-5/24) SLS (Bromley — Croydon) ...........ccoeuenviinennnnnn... -~

#873A (03/24) SL7 (ex X26) (GA Metrobus) .............cevveeenennnnn, -

#874 (06/24) B3 (LondorUnited) cuusssmwmmsemsmmmsasngmems --

#875 (04/24)  Ul, U2, U3, U4 (Metroline West) ...............c........ -

#877A (04/24) 481, El (London United) ...........covvvieeeieiininnnn.., --
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#880A (05/24) 639/670 (London United) ...........ccevvvvineennnennnnnn. --
#883 (06/24)  211,C1 (London United) .........oovvvevviniininninnnnnnn. -
#883A (06/24) 28/N28, 328 (London Transit) ..........cooevvvvenennnnnn. --
#884(06/24) 465 (London United) .cs.caimnammssanveasssnanasses --
#884A (06/24) 65/N65, 71, 281/=, 371, 406/418, 681,

K (LondomLInHEd) .oy sasmnmeoossses --
#885 (7-9/24) 210, 382, C11, W7, W8 (Metroline Travel) ............. --

#886 (7-8/24) 17 (Metroline Travel) ...........oeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeneenn, -

#887 (08/24) Tranche cancelled...............coiiiiiiiiiiiii, 533
#888 (08/24)  5/NI5, 15, 115 (GA Blue Triangle),
66 (ATIVA EN) v s o s s --

#890A (09/24) 618 (new route Ivybridge — Syon Lane) .................. --
#891.(8-10/24): 661 (S7ch Selkent). ....ccussinisunensmmoensimamss smvemissss -
#891A (09/24) W12, W13 (S’ch ex HCT Group),

W14 (S’ch ex T.Transit)......ccccceeveeeeerineeesrneeesireeee e --
#892 (09/24) 90 (Metroline Travel), 222/=, H13 (Metrolme West)

395 (London Sovereign) .. "o
H#892A(09/24) 640 (Sullivan) wunavisnaranmaannmsaniaanas --
#893 (9-11/24) 411 (London United), 627 (Arriva LS) ....ccccoovveeeeennnne --
#894 (9-12/24) 4, 6/=, 98/N98, (Metroline Travel),

341/= (AIVA LN covvoniammmisisimsmmevsismiimg --
#895 (9-10/24) 669, 672 (S’ch Selkent) .........cccvevieieiiiiiieiiieeieeciecieee -
#896 (10-11/24) 103, 150, 175, 370 (Arriva LN),

257 (S7ch Bast Lofidon) i ummansmsnmnaniminisse -~
#897 (10-12/24) 22/N22, 88/=, 170, (GA London General),

33/N33, 419 (London United) ......cccovvvvveeereeiienereeeeeenns --
#898A (11/24) 34/= (Arriva LN), SL1 (N. Finchley — Walthamstow) .. --
#8IRB(11/24) 192 (AFIVE EN) cvcmmmnmsmnusiasimasasavemas --
#899 (11-12/24) 18/N18, 94/=, 266/N266 (London United)

218 (Lon0On: TLADEHE Y ussysompsinrissesssssssisssmim --
#900 (11-12/24) 176/=, 188/=, 360 (GA London Central),

353 (GA MEBITODUS), ..oc0oosnessnseisrosssssipssansssssssssimsissiassssinis --
#900A (11/24) 45 (ADEIlIO) .ovvvieiiitei e --
#901 (12/24-2/25) 258 (London United), 278 (Abellio) ........ccccevveueenneen. --
#902 (1-3/25) 212,357, 444 (GA London General),

323,497 (S’ch East London) .......ccoooevvieiiiieiniieeeee, --
#903 (1-2/25) 121, 141, 329 (Arriva LN), 153 (GA London General) --
#904 (1-3/25)  29/N29, 41/=, W4, W6 (Arriva LN) 299 (Sullivan),

657 (GA London General) ........cccooovieiiiiniiniiiieciieeens -
#905 (1-2/25) 99, 269, 401, (Arriva LN), 233, (GA Metrobus)

422, B14 (S’ch Selkent), B16 (GA London Central) .... --
#905A (03/25) RI1, R2, R3, R4, R6, R8, R11 (GA Metrobus) ........... --
#906 (2-3/25)  36/=, 172, 343/N343 (GA London Central),

109/N109 (Abellio), 118 (GA London General) .......... --
#907 (2-3/25) 423, H22, H37, H98 (London United),

H28 (ADEIO) ..o --
#908 (03/25) 282 (Metroline West), 482 (Abellio) .........cccceeeveennneee --
#909 (03/25) 161, 181, 284 (S’ch Selkent),

225 (GA London Central), C10 (Abellio) .......c.cceeeneee. --
#910 (03/25) 126, 138 (GA Metrobus) ........cccveeevveeiiuieiennreririeenneeene --
#911 (03/25) 169. 247,287 (S'ch East London) «...ussamavimimsinsass --
#912 (03/25) 68/N68 (Abellio) 468 (Arriva LS),

SL6 (ex X68) (GA London Central) ........ccccoevveeeeeennnns --




----- Greater London Route Devts
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ROUTE AND SERVICE CHANGES
Saturday 9th September 2023: As in TLB710.

Saturday 16th September 2023: As in TLB710.

Saturday 23rd September 2023: As in TLB710.

Saturday 30th September 2023: As in TLB710.

Saturdays 30th September/7th October and Sundays 1st/8th October 2023 As in TLB710.

Monday 2nd October 2023: As in TLB710.

Saturday 7th October 2023:

21
N21

32
N32

107

165
189/=
195
252
316
632

P12

(Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Holloway, Nag’s Head & Lewisham, Lewisham Centre) and
(Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Trafalgar Square & Bexleyheath, Shopping Centre) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using existing LT-class NRM New Routemasters on route 21, with
existing EH-class AD40H Enviro400H hybrid double-deck vehicles on route N21.

(Metroline Travel-W) (Kilburn Park Station & Edgware Station) and

(Metroline Travel-W) (Victoria Station & Edgware Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing LT-class NRM New Routemasters. Revised timetable for running time.
Weekend frequency reduced from x20 to x30 mins.

(Metroline Travel-PB) (New Barnet Station & Edgware Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing VMH and VWH-class Volvo BSLH hybrid double-deck vehicles. Early
morning and late evening frequency increased from x30 to x15 mins, and Sunday daytime from
x20 to x15 mins.

(Stagecoach East London-RM) (Romford, The Brewery & Rainham, Abbey Wood Lane)
Revised weekend timetables for reliability.

(Metroline Travel-W) (Marble Arch & Brent Cross, Shopping Centre) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing LT-class NRM New Routemasters.

(Abellio-GW) (Charville Lane Estate & Brentford, County Court) New daily timetables for
running time.

(Stagecoach East London-RM) (Hornchurch, Town Centre & Collier Row, Clockhouse Lane)
Revised weekend timetables for reliability.

(Metroline West-W1J) (Cricklewood Garage & White City, Bus Station) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using VMSL-class Volvo BZL/MCYV electric single-decks in due course.
(Metroline Travel-W) (Kilburn Park Station & Grahame Park, Corner Mead, SDO) Renewal of
LBSL (QX) contract using existing LT-class NRM New Routemasters.

(Go-Ahead London Central-PM) (Surrey Quays Shopping Centre & Brockley Rise, Chandos)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using new SEe-class BYD D9UR Enviro200EV electric
single-deck vehicles in due course. Mon-Sat daytime frequency reduced from x12 to x15 mins,
Sundays and evenings from x15 to x20 mins.

PVR Changes from Saturday 7th October 2023:

Abellio: 195 to 16/15/13 #GW1+;

Go-Ahead London Central: No change to 21/N21, P12 to 11/10/9 #PM331+;

Metroline Travel: No change to 32, N32 to 4 every night, #W781+, 107 to 11/9/11 #PB201+,

189 to 15/15/14 #W501+, no change to =189, 632 PVRs

Metroline West: No change to 316 PVRs;

Stagecoach East London: 165 to 12/12/7 #RM101+, 252 to 14*/10/11 (*256,372,499) #RM 121 +.
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Saturday 14th October 2023:

Widened timetables for routes 90 and 120 for HS2 works at Northolt, route 297 for HS2 works at

Perivale, 226 for HS2 works at Hanger Lane and for route 220 for road works at Old Oak Lane.

Widened timetable for route 422 restored to normal.

206 (Metroline West-W1J) (Kilburn Park Station & Wembley Park, The Paddocks) One
working on Mon-to-Fri converted to VMH operation to cover school loadings, although this
didn’t start until Friday 20th October.

223  (Harrow, Bus Station & Wembley Central, Montrose Crescent) LBSL QC contract awarded to
Metroline West from Willesden Junction (WJ) garage using existing DEL-class AD E20D
Enviro200 diesel single-deck vehicles. Previously operated by London Sovereign from Harrow
(SO) garage using DLE-class AD20D Enviro200 diesel single-deck vehicles.

224  (London United-RP) (St. Raphael’s Pitfield Way & Alperton, Sainsbury’s) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

279  (Arriva London North-E) (Manor House Station & Waltham Cross, Bus Station) and

N279 (Arriva London North-EC) (Trafalgar Square & Waltham Cross, Bus Station) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using new ES-class Wrightbus StreetDeck Electroliner electric double-
deck vehicles in due course on route 279. Note correction to garage allocation for the N279
which continues with existing LT-class NRM New Routemasters.

w3 (Arriva London North-WN) (Finsbury Park Station & Northumberland Park Station) Renewal
of LBSL (QC) contract using existing HV-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid
double-deck vehicles and T-class Enviro400s. To correct last month, it is the Monday to
Saturday daytime frequency which is reduced from every x6 to 6-7mins.

PVR Changes from Saturday 14th October 2023:

Arriva London North: 279 to 30/24/17 #E151+. No change to N279, W3 PVRs.

London Sovereign: 223 withdrawn;

London United: No change to 224 PVRs;

Metroline West: 223 to 6/6/4 #WJ271+, 206 no change to PVRs (all vehicles run all day, so no specific
double-deck running identified).

Saturday 21st October 2023: Widened timetables daily for routes 261 and 273 for ongoing road works

at Westhorne Avenue, Lee. Widened timetables Mon-Sat for route 419 for Manor Circus road works.

A tram replacement service was operated by Abellio between New Addington & East Croydon for
half-term week.

Saturday 28th October 2023: Widened timetables daily for route 286 for road works in Greenwich. Re-

introduction of widened timetables daily by 5 minutes for U9 for HS2 works at Harvil Road, Denham.

196  (Abellio-WL) (Elephant & Castle & Norwood Junction, Grosvenor Road) Re-allocated from
Walworth (WL) to Battersea (QB) Garage.

485 (Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Wandsworth, High Street & Hammersmith Bridge, South
Side) Introduction of Winter timetable schedule for Wetlands Centre.

683 (Uno-HF) (Kingsbury JFS & Frien Barnet, Town Hall SDO) Further to the notes in TLB709
where the Friday afternoon journeys were ‘missing’ from the TfL working timetables, this was
resolved with the introduction of Winter Friday schedules, with one additional journey
operating.

PVR Changes from Saturday 28th October 2023:

Abellio: Any changes to be noted next month.

Go-Ahead London General: No change to 485 PVRs.

Uno: 683 additional running, Winter Fridays as #HF321.

Sunday 29th October 2023:
246  (Stagecoach Selkent-TB) (Bromley North Station & Westerham) Last day of seasonal Su/PH
extension to Chartwell. No change to PVR.
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The planned route changes after our closing date are listed below but may be subject to change.
Saturday 4th November 2023:

221

(Arriva London North-WN) (Edgware Station & Turnpike Lane Station) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing HV-class Volvo BSLH/Wrightbus hybrid double-deck vehicles.

Saturday 11th November 2023:

38
N38

363

465

(Arriva London North-CT) (Victoria Station & Clapton Pond) and

(Arriva London North-CT) (Victoria Station & Walthamstow Central Station) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using existing LT-class NRM New Routemasters. Weekend service on the
N38 revised to run every x30mins Walthamstow & Piccadilly Circus, every x30 mins
Walthamstow & Victoria Station.

(Crystal Palace & Elephant & Castle, London Road) LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Abellio
from Walworth (WL) garage using a mix of new electric and hybrid double-deck vehicles,
types to be confirmed. Currently operated by Go-4head London Central from Peckham (PM)
garage using EH-class AD E40H Enviro400H hybrid double-deck vehicles.

(London United-TV) (Kingston & Dorking, Towncourt Road) Revised timetable for running
time.

Saturday 18th November 2023: Widened timetables on routes 13, 14/=, 23/= and 148/= in afternoons

14/=

39
74
N74
77
211

339

430

436

N136

H20
H25

u7

and evenings for “Winter Wonderland” at Hyde Park, until 2nd January 2024.
(Go-Ahead London General-AF) (Putney Heath, Green Man & Russell Square) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using a mix of existing EH-, WHV- and MHV-class hybrid double-deck
AD E40H Enviro400H, Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3, or MCV EvoSeti vehicles. Night
service increased at weekends from x20 mins to every x15 mins.
(Go-Ahead London General-GM) (Clapham Junction, Falcon Road & Putney Bridge Station)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract, using new SEe-class electric vehicles in due course.
(Go-Ahead London General-AF) (Baker Street Station & Putney, High Street) and
(Go-Ahead London General-AF) (Baker Street Station & Roehampton, Danebury Avenue)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using a mix of existing EH-, WHV- and MHV-class hybrid
double-deck AD E40H Enviro400H, Volvo BSLH/ Wrightbus or MCV EvoSeti vehicles.
(Go-Ahead London General-SW) (Tooting Station & Waterloo) The re-routeing at Waterloo
has been deferred until next year.
(London United-V) (Hammersmith, Bus Station & Waterloo Station) The re-routeing to
Battersea Park Station has been deferred until next year.
(Stagecoach East London-LI) (Leytonstone Station & Shadwell Station) Rerouted between
Marshgate Lane and Wick Lane, via Bassett Lane, Monier Bridge and Monier Road, to serve
the Fish Island development.
(Go-Ahead London General-AF) (South Kensington, Natural History Museum & Roehampton,
Danebury Avenue) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using a mix of existing EH-, WHV- and
MHV-class hybrid double-deck AD E40H Enviro400H, Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3, or
MCYV EvoSeti vehicles.
(Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Lewisham, Lewisham Centre & Battersea Power Station)
and
(Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (Oxford Circus & Chislehurst, War Memorial) Renewal of
LBSL (QC) contract using a mix of existing EH-class hybrid double-deck AD E40H
Enviro400H vehicles.
(Abellio-TF) (Hounslow Civic Street & Twickenham, Tesco) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract
using existing diesel single-deck vehicles.
(Abellio-TF) (Hatton Cross & Hanworth, Butts Farm) LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2
years.
(Abellio-DH) (Uxbridge Station & Hayes, Sainsbury’s) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using
existing diesel single-dsck vehicles. Additional SDO journeys withdrawn.
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Saturday 25th November 2023:

44
112

13
NI13

183
223
698

H14

SL10

W19

(Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Tooting Station & Victoria Station) Re-allocated to
Stockwell (SW) garage.

(Metroline Travel-W) (Ealing Broadway & North Finchley) Improved frequencies daily,
mostly evenings, early mnrnings and Sunday daytime.

(Metroline Travel- EW)(Marble Arch & Edgware Station) and

(Metroline Travel- EW)(Trafalgar Square & Edgware Station) Revised running time. Reduced
frequencies Mon-Fri morning peak.

(London Sovereign-SO) (Pinner, Love Lane & Golders Green Station) Frequency reduced
Mon-Sat daytimes from x7' to x10 mins and Sundays and evenings from x8 to x12mins.
(Metroline West-W1J) (Wembley Central, Montrose Crescent & Harrow, Bus Station) Extended
Daily in Harrow via H14 Harrow View, terminating at “Eastman Village” Newman Avenue.
(London Sovereign-BT) (West Drayton, Station Road & Ickenham, Douay Martyrs School,
SDO) Re-allocated to Hounslow (AV) garage, thus novated to London United.

(London Sovereign-SO) (Northwick Park Hospital & Hatch End, St. Thomas Drive)
Re-allocated from Harrow (SO) to Edgware (BT) garage, but remaining allocated at Canons
Park (CP) outstation.

NEW ROUTE (London Sovereign-SO) (Harrow, Bus Station & North Finchley, Bus Station,
Express) via route 183 from Harrow to Hendon, Church Lane, then via Finchley Lane, Hendon
Lane, Ballards Lane to North Finchley, Bus Station. To be operated by BCE-class BYD D8UR
Enviro 400EV electric double-deck vehicles, Mon-Sat daytimes every x12mins and Sundays
and evenings every x15mins. Note this is a variation to the 183 contract.

(Stagecoach East London-AW) (Ilford High Road & Walthamstow, Argall Avenue Industrial
Estate) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using existing diesel single-deck vehicles.

Saturday 2nd December 2023:

51
61
72
N72

78

152

157

261

321/=

381
N381

(Go-Ahead London Central-BX) (Woolwich, High Street & Orpington Station) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

(Stagecoach Selkent-TB) (Bromley North Station & Chislehurst, Gordon Arms) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

(RATP-S) (East Acton, Brunel Road & Hammersmith Bridge, North Side) and

(RATP-S) (East Acton, Brunel Road & Roehampton, Bessborough Road) Renewal of LBSL
(QC) contract using existing DLE-class AD20D Enviro200D diesel single-deck vehicles.
(Shoreditch High Street & Nunhead, St. Mary’s Road), LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Go-
Ahead London Central using existing EH-class hybrid double-deck vehicles from Peckham
(PM) garage. Currently operated by Arriva London North from Ash Grove (AE) garage using
HV-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-deck vehicles.

(Go-Ahead London General-AL) (Pollards Hill, Westmoreland Way & New Malden, Fountain)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using new SEe-class BYD D8UR Enviro200EV electric
single-decks in due course.

(Crystal Palace & Morden Station) LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Go-Ahead London General
using new Ee-class electric BYD D8UR AD Enviro 400EV City double-deck vehicles plus
existing EH-class hybrid double-deck vehicles from Merton (AL) garage. Currently operated
by Arriva London South from Thornton Heath (TH) garage, using T-class AD40D Enviro400
diesel double-deck vehicles, although using buses based at Norwood (N) garage, Mon-Sat.
(Stagecoach Selkent-TB) Lewisham, Town Centre & Princess Royal University Hospital)
LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

(Go-Ahead London Central-NX) (New Cross Gate, Sainsbury’s & Foots Cray, Tescos)
Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using new Ee-class electric BYD D8UR AD Enviro 400EV
City double-deck vehicles in due course.

(Abellio-WL) (County Hall & Peckham, Bus Station) and

(Abellio-WL) (Whitehall & Peckham, Bus Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using new
electric double-deck vehicles in due course, type to be confirmed. Mon-Sat daytime frequency
reduced from x10-11 to x12mins.
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Saturday 2nd December 2023, Continued:
452 (London Transit-X) (Vauxhall & Kensal Rise Stn) LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.
D7 (Mile End Station & Poplar, All Saints) LBSL (QC) contract awarded to Stagecoach East
London using new electric double-deck vehicles from Ash Grove (HK) garage in due course.
Currently operated by Go-Ahead Docklands from Silvertown (SI) garage using WVL-class
B9TL Wrightbus Gemini 2 diesel and EH-class hybrid double-deck vehicles. Mon-Sat daytime
frequencies reduced from x10 to x12 mins, Sundays and evenings from x12 to x15mins.

Saturday 9th December 2023:

178 (Go-Ahead London Central-MG) (Woolwich, Calderwood Street & Lewisham, Town Centre)
LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

292 (Metroline Travel-HD) (Borehamwood, Rossington Avenue & Colindale, ASDA) LBSL (QC)
contract extended for 2 years.

300  (Go-Ahead Docklands-SI) (Canning Town, Bus Station & East Ham, Wordsworth Avenue)
LBSL (QC) contract extended for 2 years.

CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR BUSES IN LONDON

Th pattern is expected to be similar to previous years, i.e. No service Christmas Day, (apart from the
free service on route 430 provided by Vintage Bus Hire),

Sunday Service on Boxing Day and Saturday-type services on Wed-Fri between Christmas and New

Year, with no Night Services on 24th/25th and 25th/26th December. Whilst there may be some

enhancements for some services for New Year’s Eve celebrations in Central London, details are not

finalised until close to the event.

Saturday 30th December 2023:
U9 (Abellio-DH) (Uxbridge Station & Harefield Hospital) Renewal of LBSL (QC) contract using
existing diesel single-deck vehicles.

Saturday 6th January 2024:

237 (Metroline Travel-AH) (White City, Bus Station & Hounslow Heath) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing VWH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-decks. s.

H26  (Abellio-TF) (Feltham, Sparrow Farm & Hatton Cross Station) Renewal of LBSL (QC)
contract using existing diesel single-deck vehicles.

Saturday 13th January 2024:

603  (Muswell Hill Broadway & Swiss Cottage Station SDO) LBSL (QX) contract awarded to
Metroline Travel using existing VWH-class Volvo BSLH Wrightbus Gemini 3 hybrid double-
deck vehicles from Holloway (HT) garage. Currently operated by Su/livans from South Mimms
(SM garage using E-class AD40D Enviro400D diesel double-deck vehicles.

SERVICE PROPOSALS

A new consultation was issued on 16th October with a closing date of 26th November for routes
178, 335 and B16, serving Kidbrooke Village (the redeveloped Ferrier Estate.). This is to simplify the
routing and because of the future redevelopment of Cambert Way. Currently all routes, north and
southbound, bifurcate from Kidbrooke Park Road in a one-way loop, via Cambert Way, Ryan Close,
Tudway Road returning to Kidbrooke Park Road. It is proposed that all routes will serve an extended
loop in both directions via Tudway Road, Park Terrace and Peglar Square, thus serving Kidbrooke
Station directly. Therefore, route 178 will follow this route in both directions instead of Kidbrooke
Park Road between Tudway Road and Peglar Square. Route 335 terminating at Wingfield School will
operate via Weigall Road, Kidbrooke Park Road, Tudway Road, Park Terrace and Peglar Square,
Kidbrooke Park Road to and from North Greenwich. B16 terminating at Wingfield School will operate
via Weigall Road, Kidbrooke Park Road, Peglar Square, Park Terrace, Tudway Road, Kidbrooke Park
Road to and from Bexleyheath.
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The consultation for Superloop SL2 (Walthamstow & North Woolwich) was announced - see
tender results earlier. 814 responses were received with TfL receiving “positive feedback to our
proposals” although there were many suggestions about alternative routeings and stops. TfL considered
these and agreed to additional stops at Royal Docks Road/ Armada Way to serve the west of Gallions
Reach Shopping Park. Whilst a start date is to be announced, the contract is awarded to 27th February
2026 which is also the expiry of contract for parallel route 123, in Tranche #950 so it could be expected
to be reviewed and possibly retendered for the same date.

The consultation for Superloop SL3 (Thamesmead & Bromley) was also announced - see tender
results earlier. 1,101 responses were received, again with TfL receiving positive feedback, also with
suggestions for alternative routes and additional stops. Whilst “Bromley” was given as a terminal, it is
actually Bromley North, though there have been suggestions to serve Bromley South via Elmfield
Road. However, one change that will take place is that “following a route test, it is not possible to run
the express service southbound via Penhill Road.” Therefore, between Bexleyheath and Sidcup, the
SL3 will be routed southbound from Townley Road, Arbuthnot Lane via Bridgen Road, Parkhill Road,
Hurst Road, Foots Cray Lane, Faraday Avenue, Hatherley Crescent, and Station Road and northbound
via Station Road, Hatherley Crescent, Faraday Avenue, Foots Cray Lane, Penhill Road, Danson
Underpass, Lodge Lane, East Rochester Way (A2), Upton Road and Townley Road. No stops would be
served on this section, however “it remains our preference to route the bus via Penhill Road in both
directions” so any infrastructure work will be followed up with the LB for Bexley. Whilst a start date is
to be announced, the contract is awarded to 17th January 2025 which is also the expiry of contract for
parallel route 269, in Tranche #905 so it could be expected to be reviewed and possibly retendered for
the same date.

A new consultation was issued on 30th October with a closing date of 10th December to revise
routes in the Wood Green/ Turnpike Lane area to serve “Haringey Heartlands™. This is to serve
existing new development to the east of the East Coast railway line and Wood Green High Road as
well as proposed new development in Mayes Road. Route 91 will be extended from Crouch End via
route 41 to Turnpike Lane, then via Hornsey Park Road, Clarendon Road, Mary Neuner Road, Western
Road, Mayes Road, Station Road to terminate at Wood Green. Route N91 will be diverted to follow the
same routing, thus withdrawn on its existing route via Wood Green High Road. Route 232 will be
diverted at Wood Green via Station Road, Mayes Road to Coburg Road to terminate, departing via
Western Road, Mayes Road and Station Road. This arrangement applies until “early-2028” when the
route will be diverted to serve Brook Road, Silsoe Road, Coburg Road, returning via Mayes Road
instead of Western Road. Frequency levels on both of these remain the same. Finally, route 123/=is to
be curtailed at Turnpike Lane Station. TfL say that “routes 123 and 232 are one of 12 day-time bus
routes that currently serve Wood Green High Road. A total of approximately 80 buses per hour run in
each direction during peak hours; a level of service higher than is required to provide enough capacity
for customers.” Trouble is, route 123 is the only route providing a “round the corner” facility from
Westbury Avenue and Wood Green High Road. No mention of frequency is made, no doubt these will
be linked in with SL2, as noted above, but we’ll just have to wait and see!

The consultation for Wembley Park was published. There were 242 responses with 49% positive
although feedback was “mixed” with concerns for the suitability of North End Road for route 206. TfL
will proceed with the proposal to re-route 92 so that between Engineers Way and Great Central Way.
Fifth Way and Fourth Way would be served in both directions, instead of one way. Route 440 would be
re-routed between the same points, westbound via Fourth Way, Fifth Way and Engineers Way and
eastbound via Engineers Way, Fifth Way, Atlas Road, Hannah Close and Great Central Way to a
relocated bus stand. Following a route test, it was decided not to proceed with the proposal to re-route
206 so this will remain unchanged. This will start in “Spring 2024”.

Finally, the consultation for the extension of route 315 from Balham Station to the new
development at Springfield University Hospital in Tooting was published. 399 responses were received
although no percentage of positive responses was given. Generally, though in support, there was some
concern over increased congestion in Glenburnie Road. However, the extension will take place once
the development and infrastructure concerns with the LB of Wandsworth have been completed.

See TLB709 for the latest list.







